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World Environment Day 2007 
World Environment Day, commemorated each year on June 5, is one of the principal 
vehicles through which the United Nations stimulates worldwide awareness of the 
environment and enhances political attention and action. 
 
This year, 2007, the international theme for this particular day is Melting Ice – A Hot 
Topic?  
It will focus on the effects that climate change is having on polar ecosystems and 
communities. 
 
The day’s agenda is to give a human face to environmental issues. Empower people to 
become active agents of sustainable and equitable development, promote an 
understanding that communities are to adaptable to changing attitudes towards the 
environment. 
 

World Environment Day is celebrated right around the 
world with street parades, carnivals, tree plantings, 
concerts, and community BBQs. In fact any way you 
like as long as we take the time to think about our 
environment! A key message is to enhance the political 
awareness of our environment. 
 
World Environment Day was established by the United 

Nations General Assembly in 1972 to mark the opening of the Stockholm Conference 
on the Human Environment.  
 
It is not just a day to reflect on our national parks and reservations it is a day that we 
should look at the many ways that the active management of our environment will 
take us into the next generations – forever. 
 
Remember, not everything is saved by locking it up and never touching it 
again...........there is nothing more sustainable than good sound sustainable 
management! 
 
In this time as we become more aware of Global Warming and its potential impact on 
the worlds environment it is all the more important that we consider our forest and 
timber industries and the positive impacts they can provide for the benefit of the 
worlds environment. 
 
Sound forest management practices can provide for sustainability of bio-diversity, 
water properties including quality and quantity, air quality, soil properties including 
fertility, structure and stability. By introducing sound forest management practices to 
non forested areas many of the same attributes can be introduced where they may not 
have previously existed. 
 



Sound forest management practices can 
further, even be used to redress, many of the 
negative impacts of past mismanagement of 
the worlds environment. It can redress 
salinity, erosion, soil compaction, loss of 
biodiversity, poor water quality and many 
other threats to the world’s environment 
including possibly the most critical, it can be 
part of the direct solution to global warming 

by locking up carbon from the atmosphere. 
 
Of equal importance to all of the above, sound sustainable forest management can 
provide for healthy social and economic circumstances for humankind. It can provide 
renewable building materials with the lowest levels of embedded energy and the 
lowest carbon impacts. It can provide for economic activity and employment to 
support healthy communities and societies. 
 
As you celebrate World Environment Day on June 5 this year, spend some time 
to be proud of the contributions our sustainable forest and timber industries are 
already making and consider what can be done to improve the sustainability of 
those industries here in Australia and world wide.  
 
 

TCA Celebrates 20 years of dedicated service to 
Communities 
 
Timber Communities Australia has evolved over the last 20 years to become the 
leading forest community advocates in Australia. In 1987 a small number of key 
people recognised the need to set the record straight through the media and members 
of parliament and send a key message to Australian public that the social impacts that 
forestry and forest products has on our communities. 

 
We proudly boast a data bas of in excess of 
13,000 across more than 80 branches. TCA 
has been diligent in their lobbying efforts to 
ensure that the triple bottom line of 
economic environmental and social 
reporting remains foremost in decision 
maker’s minds. 
 
We started out a small group under the title 
of Forest Protection Society and 1999 

changed our name to Timber Communities Australia, nothing else changed. We still 
remain fully committed to jobs, families, value adding and the environment. 
 
At the 2007 National Conference held in Perth this year we proudly celebrated our 
20th Birthday and doing so we are sending a clear message that we cannot and will not 
tolerate the loss of one single job or one single hectare of production forest. 
 

Pulp Mill assessment gets second chance 
The Premier of Tasmania, Paul Lennon, acted quickly and decisively to create another 
chance for the $1.5 billion pulp mill at Bell Bay to be assessed.  The Premier needed 
to react to decision of the Board of Gunns Limited that considered the indefinite time 
line for RPDC assessment to be commercially unacceptable. 



The Premier stated “I am not prepared to allow this project to lapse without it being 
assessed against our tough environmental guidelines. – There’s too much at stake.” 

At stake is the potential for 2000 long-term permanent jobs and an extra $6.7 billion 
being added to the Tasmanian economy. Economic experts have told us that every 
household in Tasmania is likely to have $870 extra every year to spend because of the 
pulp mill. 

But the Premier is not interested in a mill at any cost. The proposed mill must meet 
the emission guidelines established by Government, or demonstrate how the 
environment will be protected if the guideline is exceeded.  The Premier drafted 
Legislation, the Pulp Mill Assessment Act 2007 that was approved by Parliament. 

TCA members were present for every hour of the debate, witnessed the greens delay 
and carry on, saw the Legislative Council at work in amending but approving the 
Assessment process. 

This Parliamentary approval has enabled international Pulp and Paper experts Sweco 
Pic to be appointed to assess if the mill can meet the guidelines. 

Even the staunchest critic of siting of the mill in the Bell Bay industrial estate has 
admitted that “"In principle, Gunns' proposal is a good one,". 

"A mill built and operated to comply with the Final Scope Guidelines would be 
environmentally sound and would create great economic prosperity. 

"It would also reduce global greenhouse gas emissions by avoiding the transport of 
over two million tonnes of water to Japan every year in the woodchips that Tasmania 
exports. 

"It would take pressure off Indonesian rainforests, which will inevitably supply more 
of China's rapidly escalating pulp requirement if a mill is not built in Tasmania in the 
next three years." (Warwick Raverty, The Sunday Tasmanian 25 March 2007). 

This same expert has at various times raised adverse issues such as odour and 
particulate matter that will be full investigated by the Expert consultant. 

The Tasmanian Government has also appointed ITS Global a Melbourne based 
international forest consultant to undertake a social and economic analysis of the mill. 

Timber communities congratulate the Premier for his vision and commitment to this 
State as well as the Leader of the Opposition, Will Hodgman, supporting the 
legislation.  Clearly they both want a Tasmania where our children have economic 
and environmental security with opportunity and quality of life. 

Address by the Hon. John Howard at the TCA National 
Conference 
 
Sunday 29 April 2007  
 
Hello there.   

 
I thank you for the opportunity to address the 2007 national 
conference and congratulate the organisation for 20 years of 
service to its more than 13,000 members. 
 
My government remains strongly committed to developing 
Australia’s timber resources and generating economic 
wealth and jobs in a sustainable way. 

 



Forestry employs about 83,000 Australians, mostly in rural and regional areas.  
Therefore your role in representing these grass roots forestry communities and 
educating Australian’s about sustainable forestry practices is vitally important. 
 
And my government showed in Tasmania in 2004 it is a strong and staunch friend of 
Australia’s timber workers.   
 
No government that I lead will ever place ideology or short term political expediency 
ahead of the job security and welfare of timber workers and their families. 
 
I wish you all a great conference and send you my very best wishes. 

Address by Kevin Rudd, the Federal Opposition Leader at 
the TCA National Conference 

Thank you to Trevor Richardson for the opportunity to address the 2007 Timber 
Communities Australian National Conference. 

This year Timber Communities Australia is celebrating its 20th birthday as a national 
community organisation, it has come a long way since 1987.  I am told that TCA has 
81 branches made up of 13,000 members across Australia. 

Like the TCA, the timber industry has matured 
over the past two decades.  Labor in office for 
half of that period played a key role developing 
the national policy framework that sustains your 
industry today. 

Your forestry agreements represented the best 
way forward for forestry in this country.   When 

Labor first proposed RFAs in the early 1990’s, some held the view that environmental 
and commercial value of our forests could not be reconciled.   The challenge for those 
who believed that both objectives could be achieved was great but achieve it we did; 
we initiated the RFA framework and remained committed to it,    

One of my first tasks as Federal Labor leader was a trip to Tasmania at the invitation 
of our candidate for Braddon, Sid Sidebottom.   During that visit I reaffirmed Labor’s 
support for the Tasmanian Community Forest agreement and the RFA to which it is 
annexed, I am pleased to reaffirm that support today.  The commitment to the future 
of Tasmania’s forestry industry will form the forestry policy that Labor takes to this 
year’s Federal election. 

Labor under my leadership will not contemplate an overall loss of jobs in the 
Tasmanian Forestry industry.  At Labor’s National Conference this weekend, 
delegates will have the opportunity to recommit our party organisation to the RFA 
framework and the principles that underpin it.   These principles include the 
protection of precious forest environment for future generations.   Part of the 
challenge of the industry, Timber communities and governments alike, is realising the 
highest value from our timber resource. 

To build value from the available resource, it is necessary to further develop 
downstream processing in this country. Labor strongly supports the move from 
woodchip exports to downstream processing. That’s why we recognise the potential 
benefits of the pulp mill proposed for Bell Bay in northern Tasmania. 



It is clear that a world class pulp mill would achieve best practice and 
environmental outcomes that would create substantial employment and economic 
opportunities for that State and the nation.  It is disappointing that the jointly 
accredited State/ Commonwealth assessment by the Resource Planning and 
Development Commission was abandoned. 

However, the Tasmanian parliament has legislated to ensure the current state project 
assessment employs the same guidelines previously approved by the RPDC.   

The Commonwealth government has already established its own assessment process 
under Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act, a process that 
enjoys Labor support. As far as the Federal Assessment is concerned, it is important 
that politics is put to one side and the science prevails. 

I conclude by commending TCA for the strong and united voice you give timber 
communities in the national political debate. Labor will continue to turn to TCA for 
advice on how we might further advance the sustainable use of our forest resources to 
provide a secure future for Australia’s timber communities. I am sure that this 
weekend’s TCA conference will be a great success.  I look forward to speaking to you 
in person in the future. 

“We cannot afford to lose a single job…” 
 

“WE CANNOT afford to lose a single job or forego a single hectare of productive 
forest” … that’s the simple warning from Timber Communities Australia to all 
political parties in the run-up to this year’s federal elections. 

“Timber Communities Australia (TCA) the National grassroots organisation that 
represents and supports communities and families relying on forests and forest 
products for their viability is preparing for the federal election with great gusto,” said 
TCA chief executive officer Jill Lewis. 

She said that, simply put, the TCA is stating that there will be no deals done in the 
election lead-up. 

“We cannot afford to lose a single job or forego a single hectare of productive forest. 
We all need to be looking at job enhancement and growth in downstream processing 
that will deliver health and wealth to our communities. 

“We cannot be used as pawns in deals that may (or may not) deliver some Green 
preference votes to aspiring politicians,” said Lewis. 

“It is a well acknowledged fact that our forests, both native and plantation, are 
environmentally sound and that they have been researched and studied over and over 
again! Our level of forest reservation exceeds global demand already. 

“The Prime Minister, John Howard has told TCA delegates (via video) at our recent 
National Conference, that his Government will remain steadfast in its support of 
timber communities. 

“At the same conference the Leader of the Opposition, Kevin Rudd, also stated (via 
video) that he would not consider any overall job losses in our industry. TCA is now 
seeking a firmer commitment from Rudd that he will not take any more resource from 
us and that he will not contemplate any job losses at all,” the CEO said. 

“At the last federal election, many TCA members and supporters voiced their concern 
over the lack of security in our industry, by placing a tick in a different box at the 
polls. Those same people will again be looking for reassurances that they will have a 



safe and secure future in and around the timber industry before going to the polling 
booths again this year. 

“We extend an invitation to the major parties to join with us to do everything possible 
to enhance jobs and growth in our communities,” Ms Lewis said. 

Wilderness Court Action to waste taxpayer money in bid to 
delay proper Pulp Mill Assessment 
 
The long suffering taxpayer is to cop a double whammy from The Wilderness Society 
with their latest time wasting campaign against the Bell Bay pulp mil. 
 
The Australian taxpayer is already required to heavily subsidize the Wilderness 
Society’s tax free $11 million annual revenue base and now required to fund the 
Commonwealth’s defence of this frivolous time wasting High Court action. 
 
“The Wilderness Society’s $11 million fund raising effort is meant to promote 
wilderness not fund legal action against a value adding and employment creating 
development that will have zero impact on Wilderness.” Mr Barry Chipman, 
Tasmanian State Manager of Timber Communities Australia said today. 
 
The reason the Commonwealth does not need to assess wilderness is that 97.5% of 
Tasmania’s high quality wilderness is already locked up in National Parks and 
Reserves. 
 
There is no need to assess high conservation old growth forest as not one log of old 
growth forest is to be used in the pulp mill. As well the Regional Forest Agreement 
and the Tasmanian Community Forest Agreement processes reserves over 2.7 million 
hectares of Tasmania including over a million hectares of high conservation value old 
growth forest. 
 
“The EPBC Act set down a number of ways to assess any project, and the 
Commonwealth has correctly chosen the best assessment process.” 
 
“TCA supports the EPBC process as it will be an assessment process that builds on 
the two years of public consultation and public submissions conducted by the 
Tasmania RPDC process.” 
 
Unlike the RPDC process that should have taken 18 months but failed to achieve that 
time table, the Commonwealth and the pulp mill developer have strict time limits to 
observe. 
 
The Commonwealth assessment process duplicates the RPDC objectives of looking at 
Commonwealth marine areas, migratory and endangered species.   
 
“It is clear to TCA that the this legal action by the cashed up Wilderness Society is 
nothing more than an attempt to frustrate the established timetables and delay the 
proper assessment of the proposed Bell Bay mill as much as possible.” 

 


