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Uncertainty in lead up to the Polls  
On the 25th November, 2006 Victorians head to the polls.  Even though this is two 
months after the last football game in Victoria is played, the industry knows that the 
boots will once again come out as timber communities become the political football in 
a match to secure green preferences. 

Across the state, despite scientific and economic evidence showing otherwise, forestry 
and forest related issues continue to be raised by environmentalists.  Once again 
timber dependant communities feel they will be used or sacrificed by politicians 
simply to gain green preferences and / or votes at the 2006 State Election. 

Opponents to Victoria’s sustainable timber industry want 
nothing short of a total cessation to native timber 
harvesting and are also targeting the developing plantation 
sector. 

Premier Bracks recently stated that with the 30% reduction 
in the native hardwood sector outlined in the Our Forests 
Our Future policy being achieved; “that forestry is now on 
a more sustainable level.” 

The Bracks Governments Sustainability Charter states: 
The Victorian Government is committed to providing Victorians with access to State 
forests for both wood and non- wood products and services on a sustainable basis.  
We recognise the value that these products and services bring to rural communities 
through both direct and indirect employment, and to the Victorian community as a 
whole.  We will promote Victorians native forest harvesting sector as a sustainable 
and attractive investment option and support forest industries that are socially and 
economically viable. 

TCA strongly believes that the industry and dependent communities should be given 
the chance to grow and achieve their full potential instead of constantly being 
thwarted which minimises investment, creates insecurity and impacts on the wider 
community.  Way too often political intervention has outweighed science during 
forest investigations and the time has come for this to stop.   

The 2002 Election resulted in the sustainably managed forests of the Otway’s being 
locked into a National Park and timber workers given until 2008 to find new jobs.  
Promises were made ensuring that no worker would miss out on compensation.  Four 
years later, families are still waiting on a compensation package and the Bracks 
Government has broken a promise, so what faith can we have in the Bracks 
Government for the upcoming election? 

The Premier spoke to Victorian State Manager, Scott Gentle recently in Healesville 
and reiterated his comments that the industry, post OFOF was sustainable and it was 
now time for a balance to be achieved, a comment echoed by the ALP Country 
Caucus at a meeting with TCA Branches. 



TCA has held meetings with new Victorian Liberal Leader, Ted Ballieu who also 
recognised the importance of the industry to timber communities and that Victoria’s 
industry was sustainable.  Liberal Forestry spokesperson, David Koch also believes 
the industry is sustainable and the growth of the plantation sector should continue to 
benefit communities such as his home town of Hamilton. 

The Victorian Nationals have always supported the 
industry and recognise the importance of the industry to 
communities throughout Victoria such as Orbost in East 
Gippsland.  As far as the Nationals are concerned we have 
not only found a balance but have gone too far in locking 
up our native forests and reducing timber resource. 

So the big questions is should the industry be worried?  All 
three parties believe a balance has been found so surely no 

more resource should be ‘locked up’.  Surely no more jobs should be lost and if 
anything the elected Government should commit to a long term plan for the industry. 

Unfortunately nothing is ever that simple and with the restructure of the Upper House 
and the threat to green preferences anything can happen!  But are the greens really a 
threat?  At the last Federal Election Greens Leader Bob Brown predicted the Greens 
would hold the balance of power in the Senate, winning eight seats and threatened the 
major parties that they had to work with him and do deals.  What the final results 
proved was that Bob was definitely no Nostradamus but this didn’t stop the Greens 
claiming a victory. 

Tasmania’s election in March 2006 again proved how wrong the Greens actually are 
when it comes to understanding the polls.  Greens Tasmanian Leader Peg Putt warned 
that the ALP and Liberal Parties would need to form government with the Greens to 
be in power as she predicted they would win at least eight seats.  This prediction was 
way off with the Greens struggling to retain their four existing seats and on election 
night the Greens leader blamed the electorate at large for her failure. 

Back in Victoria the Greens are making the same claims as their interstate and federal 
colleagues.  In November 2006 the Greens believe they will hold the balance of 
power in Victoria which as we all know would be devastating.  Unfortunately the 
major parties are worried about this scenario and there is a chance they will develop 
their own party policies to highlight how green they are.  All parties are expected to 
release their forest policy sometime in October and in the meantime VAFI, VFHCC, 
CFMEU and TCA are all working hard to educate the decision makers. 

Perhaps our best tool to stop misguided policies being developed is simply reading the 
major parties a bed time story from the famous book Chicken Little!  

NSW Govt withdraws flawed PNF code 
NSW Government bows to community pressure and withdraws flawed draft 
Private Native Forestry code of practice 
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Communities rejoice as second pulp mill for Green Triangle 
is approved 
Timber Communities in the Green Triangle are rejoicing with the announcement that 
the Penola Pulp Mill has been given the green light.  Penola Pulp Mill is a sister mill 
to the Heywood Pulp Mill, which gained approval from the Victorian Minister for 
Planning in May of this year.  Together, the two pulp mills represent $1.3 billion of 
new investment for the Green Triangle which extends from Warrnambool in Victoria 
to Kingston in South Australia. 

Managed Investment Scheme (MIS) forestry companies have invested heavily into the 
region over the past decade and the Penola and Heywood Pulp mills will provide 
downstream processing which makes the Green Triangle Australia’s leading 
plantation region. 

Timbercorp deputy CEO Sol Rabinowicz applauded the South Australian 
Government's decision which would provide confidence for Australia's forestry 

industry. “It would be a significant confidence 
boost for regional Australia if the Federal 
Government would also provide the same level of 
certainty by demonstrating in its Cabinet 
discussions similar support for the industry through 
retention of the arrangements for managed 
investment schemes”.  

Surely with the announcement of the two pulp mills 
in the Green Triangle, the Federal Government can see that investment into 
plantations in Australia is important.  Surely they can see that it is not only the 
investors that benefit but all timber dependent communities.  

The project is still awaiting approval from the Commonwealth Government after it 
was deemed a controlled action under the EPBC Act to consider impacts to the Red-
tailed Black-Cockatoo.  The Department of the Environment and Heritage will issue a 
final assessment decision by next month.   

“We are confident that the offset area we have proposed will meet any requirement 
for habitat conservation” Project Director John Roche said.  Two hundred hectares of 
the Penola Pulp Mill site has been proposed to be restored to a woodland and wetland 
conservation area. 

Both projects have entered the detailed engineering design phase with engineering 
and construction firms from Australia and Europe targeting the commencement of 
construction at the end of 2006. It is expected to take 18 – 24 months to build and 
commission the mills. Pulp mill operations will commence in 2009. 

TCA congratulates Protavia, South Australian and Victorian Governments for their 
foresight, investment and confidence for the forest industries and communities within 
the Green Triangle. 

Abetz seeks facts about the WA Timber Industry 
TCA WA had the honour of hosting a visit from Senator Abetz in August. 

With the constant misinformed rhetoric from the Tasmanian Greens the Senator is 
constantly having to defend, we thought it a great opportunity for the Senator to get 
the facts, straight from the horses mouth, so-as-to-speak with regards to the real story 
behind the ‘ease’ of the WA timber industries transition from old-growth to regrowth 
timber. 



The idea behind the change, apart from being totally political, was to encourage 
‘value-adding’, which I may say we were already doing extremely well in WA. 

But, as was bought to the Senators attention 
when visiting Jamel House of Fine 
Furniture and Inglewood Products; two of 
WA’s leading furniture manufactures, the 
real story is quite different to that publicised 
by the Greens. 

With poorer quality, smaller diameter logs 
now having to be harvested, it’s not only 
harder for the sawmills to process, but the 

problems continue down the production line, causing frustration and adding cost to 
the down stream furniture manufacturers also. 

Combine this, with cheap overseas imports and you have a timber industry in WA, 
which has been detrimentally affected from the beginning to the end of the production 
line. 

So, although we consistently hear, particularly from the Peg Putts of this world, that 
WA is doing just fine with the changes forced upon the industry in 2001, times are 
hard, business is tough and the transition has been anything but smooth or problem 
free, but be rest assured that all sectors of the industry will continue to soldier on. 

Limestone Coast forms TCA branch 
The TCA Family continues to grow with the first ever South Australian Branch 
launched on Thursday 14th September.  The branch which will officially be known as 
the Limestone Coast TCA Branch covers the SA communities within the well known 
Green Triangle region. 

Congratulations to the elected office bearers, who 
are: Karen Wimshurst (President), Adrian Lynch 
(Vice President) and Michelle Barry (Secretary / 
Treasurer).  General committee members include; 
Wendy Tobin, Pat Merrett, Nathan Stanley, Emily 
Silberberg, Wendy Fennell and Kelly Williamson. 

The branch may have just been launched; however, 
TCA has had a strong presence in the Limestone 
Coast region of South Australia for the past twelve 

months.  Activities undertaken include; coordination of united timber industry stands 
at Mount Gambier & Penola Shows, meet the Candidates Forum in the lead up to the 
State Election, TCA Breakfast and Forest tour for Candidates and a World Forestry 
Day Dinner and forest tour with The Hon. Eric Abetz, Minister for Fisheries, Forestry 
& Conservation as guest speaker. 

The Branch is already working hard in the lead up to the 2006 Shows at Mount 
Gambier and Penola with a bigger and better display that will boost awareness of the 
entire industry.  The World Forestry Day Dinner will become an annual event 
providing a good networking evening and a chance to celebrate our fantastic industry. 

The Limestone Coast branch joins a timber community network that continues to 
grow.  From TCA’s humble beginnings in 1987, the organisation has gone on to build 
a 13,000 membership database and over 80 volunteer based branches ensuring the 
voice of timber communities is heard loud and clear.  If you are interested in 
becoming part of TCA or would like a branch in your region, please contact us on 
(02) 6282 2455. 

 


