Articles from the Spring 2006 Edition of Trunklines

Uncertainty in lead up to the Polls

On the 28 November, 2006 Victorians head to the polls. Eveugh this is two
months after the last football game in Victoriplayed, the industry knows that the
boots will once again come out as timber communitecome the political football in
a match to secure green preferences.

Across the state, despite scientific and econorige@ce showing otherwise, forestry
and forest related issues continue to be raisezhisyonmentalists. Once again
timber dependant communities feel they will be usesdacrificed by politicians
simply to gain green preferences and / or votélsea006 State Election.

| i Opponents to Victoria’s sustainable timber industant

| » nothing short of a total cessation to native timber

‘ - ‘ harvesting and are also targeting the developiagtation
e | sector.

Premier Bracks recently stated that with the 308ticdon
in the native hardwood sector outlined in the CarelSts
Our Future policy being achievedhat forestry is now on
a more sustainable level.”

‘ The Bracks Governments Sustainability Charter state
The Victorian Government Is committed to providvfigtorians with access to State
forests for both wood and non- wood products amdices on a sustainable basis.
We recognise the value that these products andcgsrioring to rural communities
through both direct and indirect employment, anthi® Victorian community as a
whole. We will promote Victorians native forestJesting sector as a sustainable
and attractive investment option and support fonedustries that are socially and
economically viable.

TCA strongly believes that the industry and depahdemmunities should be given
the chance to grow and achieve their full potemtisiead of constantly being
thwarted which minimises investment, creates insgcand impacts on the wider
community. Way too often political interventionshautweighed science during
forest investigations and the time has come far tihistop.

The 2002 Election resulted in the sustainably meddgrests of the Otway’s being
locked into a National Park and timber workers givatil 2008 to find new jobs.
Promises were made ensuring that no worker wousd muit on compensation. Four
years later, families are still waiting on a comgetion package and the Bracks
Government has broken a promise, so what faitw@have in the Bracks
Government for the upcoming election?

The Premier spoke to Victorian State Manager, Sgetitle recently in Healesville
and reiterated his comments that the industry, P&$DF was sustainable and it was
now time for a balance to be achieved, a commérdextby the ALP Country
Caucus at a meeting with TCA Branches.



TCA has held meetings with new Victorian Liberabder, Ted Ballieu who also
recognised the importance of the industry to tindmnmunities and that Victoria’s
industry was sustainable. Liberal Forestry spo&esm, David Koch also believes
the industry is sustainable and the growth of thhatation sector should continue to
benefit communities such as his home town of Hamilt

The Victorian Nationals have always supported the
industry and recognise the importance of the ingust
communities throughout Victoria such as OrbostastE
Gippsland. As far as the Nationals are concernethave
not only found a balance but have gone too fao@hkihg
up our native forests and reducing timber resource.

So the big questions is should the industry be ied? All
three parties believe a balance has been foundrsty 10
more resource should be ‘locked up’. Surely noemobs should be lost and if
anything the elected Government should commitle;mg term plan for the industry.

Unfortunately nothing is ever that simple and with restructure of the Upper House
and the threat to green preferences anything gajpeimd But are the greens really a
threat? At the last Federal Election Greens LeBaobrBrown predicted the Greens
would hold the balance of power in the Senate, imgeight seats and threatened the
major parties that they had to work with him anddeals. What the final results
proved was that Bob was definitely no Nostradamuighis didn’t stop the Greens
claiming a victory.

Tasmania’s election in March 2006 again proved aang the Greens actually are
when it comes to understanding the polls. GreessriBnian Leader Peg Putt warned
that the ALP and Liberal Parties would need to fgguernment with the Greens to
be in power as she predicted they would win at leght seats. This prediction was
way off with the Greens struggling to retain thfeur existing seats and on election
night the Greens leader blamed the electorategs far her failure.

Back in Victoria the Greens are making the samiengas their interstate and federal
colleagues. In November 2006 the Greens beliex\hll hold the balance of

power in Victoria which as we all know would be dstating. Unfortunately the
major parties are worried about this scenario aedetis a chance they will develop
their own party policies to highlight how greenytae. All parties are expected to
release their forest policy sometime in October iarttie meantime VAFI, VFHCC,
CFMEU and TCA are all working hard to educate theision makers.

Perhaps our best tool to stop misguided policiésgogeveloped is simply reading the
major parties a bed time story from the famous b@bicken Little!

NSW Govt withdraws flawed PNF code

NSW Government bows to community pressure and withews flawed draft
Private Native Forestry code of practice

# $ % &# $

) 4 $ %



!

# # 6255
# $ #
L # $ #
7 $ #
$ 3 $ # # $
0# #
$
! $ $$
1 # $ $ #
# # 3% #
$ # # #
$ $ # #
#
$
# #
#
# $
$
# #
( $ #
1 #
$0 #
7 T# # $
# # # #
1o $
$# # 9 ( $
0o -
$ # !
#
# #
7 T# 9- $
) #
# $ ! !
1 # # $
I
# $ #
# #

#$



Communities rejoice as second pulp mill for Green fiangle
IS approved

Timber Communities in the Green Triangle are repgavith the announcement that
the Penola Pulp Mill has been given the green ligtgnola Pulp Mill is a sister mill
to the Heywood Pulp Mill, which gained approvalrfréhe Victorian Minister for
Planning in May of this year. Together, the twdppmills represent $1.3 billion of
new investment for the Green Triangle which exténai® Warrnambool in Victoria
to Kingston in South Australia.

Managed Investment Scheme (MIS) forestry compédmgs invested heavily into the
region over the past decade and the Penola andddelyRulp mills will provide
downstream processing which makes the Green Taahgstralia’s leading
plantation region.

Timbercorp deputy CEO Sol Rabinowicz applauded3beth Australian

Government's decision which would provide confidefar Australia's forestry
industry. “It would be a significant confidence
boost for regional Australia if the Federal
Government would also provide the same level of
certainty by demonstrating in its Cabinet
discussions similar support for the industry thitoug
retention of the arrangements for managed
investment schemes”.

Surely with the announcement of the two pulp mills
in the Green Triangle, the Federal Government eartlsat investment into
plantations in Australia is important. Surely thean see that it is not only the
investors that benefit but all timber dependent mumities.

The project is still awaiting approval from the Goiwnwealth Government after it
was deemed a controlled action under the EPBCdcbhsider impacts to the Red-
tailed Black-Cockatoo. The Department of the Emwmnent and Heritage will issue a
final assessment decision by next month.

“We are confident that the offset area we have gsed will meet any requirement
for habitat conservation” Project Director John R®esaid. Two hundred hectares of
the Penola Pulp Mill site has been proposed tebtored to a woodland and wetland
conservation area.

Both projects have entered the detailed enginee@sggn phase with engineering
and construction firms from Australia and Europgéting the commencement of
construction at the end of 2006. It is expectethke 18 — 24 months to build and
commission the mills. Pulp mill operations will corance in 2009.

TCA congratulates Protavia, South Australian anctdfian Governments for their
foresight, investment and confidence for the fonedtistries and communities within
the Green Triangle.

Abetz seeks facts about the WA Timber Industry
TCA WA had the honour of hosting a visit from Semaibetz in August.

With the constant misinformed rhetoric from the Masian Greens the Senator is
constantly having to defend, we thought it a goggttortunity for the Senator to get
the facts, straight from the horses mouth, so-ap&ak with regards to the real story
behind theéease’ of the WA timber industries transition from oldegrth to regrowth
timber.




The idea behind the change, apart from being yopallitical, was to encourage
‘value-adding’, which | may say we were alreadyrdpéxtremely well in WA.

But, as was bought to the Senators attention
when visiting Jamel House of Fine

Furniture and Inglewood Products; two of
WA'’s leading furniture manufactures, the
real story is quite different to that publicised
by the Greens.

With poorer quality, smaller diameter logs

now having to be harvested, it's not only

harder for the sawmills to process, but the
problems continue down the production line, causingtration and adding cost to
the down stream furniture manufacturers also.

Combine this, with cheap overseas imports and ywe la timber industry in WA,
which has been detrimentally affected from the beigig to the end of the production
line.

So, although we consistently hear, particularlyrfrine Peg Putts of this world, that
WA is doing just fine with the changes forced uplo@ industry in 2001, times are
hard, business is tough and the transition has @aeghing but smooth or problem
free, but be rest assured that all sectors ofrithestry will continue to soldier on.

Limestone Coast forms TCA branch

The TCA Family continues to grow with the first e@&outh Australian Branch
launched on Thursday ¥4eptember. The branch which will officially beckm as
theLimestone Coast TCA Branchovers the SA communities within the well known
Green Triangle region.

Congratulations to the elected office bearers, who
are: Karen Wimshurst (President), Adrian Lynch
(Vice President) and Michelle Barry (Secretary /
Treasurer). General committee members include;
Wendy Tobin, Pat Merrett, Nathan Stanley, Emily
Silberberg, Wendy Fennell and Kelly Williamson.

The branch may have just been launched; however,
TCA has had a strong presence in the Limestone
Coast region of South Australia for the past twelve
months. Activities undertaken include; coordinatad united timber industry stands
at Mount Gambier & Penola Shows, meet the Candidadeum in the lead up to the
State Election, TCA Breakfast and Forest tour fandidates and a World Forestry
Day Dinner and forest tour with The Hon. Eric Ahd#inister for Fisheries, Forestry
& Conservation as guest speaker.

The Branch is already working hard in the leadauthe 2006 Shows at Mount
Gambier and Penola with a bigger and better disghlat/will boost awareness of the
entire industry. The World Forestry Day Dinnerlwiécome an annual event
providing a good networking evening and a chanametebrate our fantastic industry.

TheLimestone Coasbranch joins a timber community network that condis to

grow. From TCA’s humble beginnings in 1987, thgasrisation has gone on to build
a 13,000 membership database and over 80 voluo@sed branches ensuring the
voice of timber communities is heard loud and cldagou are interested in
becoming part of TCA or would like a branch in yoegion, please contact us on
(02) 6282 2455.



