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JOB ENHANCEMENT IS ON THE HORIZON

The federal election weighs heavily on TCAs memisaiaulders with the recent announcement that itheil
held on Saturday November2£007.

TCA members are sending a clear and very precissage to both major parties that we will not takeeny
Political Party that would even consider a singk& job and not totally support job enhancementfarttier
value adding of our natural resources.

Thus far we have had several meetings with Minsséerd local members and the message has beertlgaite
and that is that both John Howard and Kevin Ruédcarrently leading parties that are supportiverober
people in timber communities right across Australia

I would be too optimistic to say that for the fitshe in my history we are looking like we havepairtisan
support. We have several issues that are vital§do get a secure outcome from, before we carogfidently
to the polls on November 94

We have long memories and the last election in Z@l4ingers. Back then, families on the mainlamere
concerned about their fellow workers and their fagiin Tasmania, and this year will be no différen

How we vote in the Senate will be critical and geiieveryone to seriously look into all their opsorTCA has
been busy conducting forest tours for candidatesieffort to ensure that they are all fully awaféhe need
for triple bottom line consideration. That is, thia¢y take into consideration the social implicasidhat our
forests and forest products have on our commuratielsthe jobs and security they offer. They shaildd
consider the sustainable active management oftorése wealth that is also created by our comgaaniel
State agencies is paramount to us all.

Contact your local member. Let him or her knowatlyehow you feel and how the timber industry affegou
and your family. Remember our elected members didi@ent are there to support you and rely on yoketep
them informed on how their policy decisions affgati and your communities.

We have a national trade deficit in our forest auad products of almost $2 billion and that’s adbtlebt.
Any Government that leads Australia has a respditgito encourage industry growth that will heljpeaiate
that debt. By helping ease that debt we can detjged solid job and skills that we desperately nesgecially
in Tasmania.

Take the Pulp Mills in Tasmania and the Green Dleufor instance. These mills will value add owsaerces
and provide sustainable employment opportunitie®fm communities, here and now.

| urge each and everyone to vote for a strong Austtian Government that will help deliver jobs, value
added natural resources and enhance the active magament of our forests!

Jill Lewis CEO



NATIONAL POLICY FORUM — 2008

We know that you have all been waiting with baiteeath for announcements about next years National
Conference, so here they are!

We live in changing times and earlier this yearTiBA State Managers, the TCA Board and myselfttogye
decided that we really needed to get together ddati@nal Policy positions for TCA on a range of émidssues
such as Carbon, Plantations, Water, Fire and mtrgr associated and subordinate issues.

We want to involve as many of our members as plessiformulating these policy positions.
We are aware that formulating policy might not ret all members who would attend a National Canfee.

A decision was made that the 2008 National Confaxevould take the form of a National Policy Forurmene
TCA would, for the first time, develop policy pasits on a range of issues important to and affgaiur
communities.

This is considered by the TCA Board, myself andStete Managers to be an important initiative aglit
make it clear to all of our members, Governments@hers exactly where TCA sits on a wide rangssfes.

The Policy Forum, which will be run every seconalrye
The next National Conference will be bigger anddyeghan ever and held in 2009 at an exciting venue

Exact details of the National Policy Forum have Ime¢n decided, but it will be in May or June nexdryso as
not the clash with the AusTimber Exposition. Thawe is yet to be decided but we are considerinddehe,
Tasmania or Brisbane.

The National Policy Forum will be a major undertakiwith each State invited to send along at least 5
delegates, and when you add TCA State ManagerBaad Members, the total will still total close36
people.

In the lead up to the National Policy Forum, Stdenagers will be contacting all Branches to disaéssses on
which members think it would be a good idea for T©Aave a published policy position and for sugjgas
as to what that policy should be.

It is anticipated that the forum will be a one d@asent followed by a dinner and possibly a wind g t
following morning. Given the limited time we willkbhappy if we can get 10 policies agreed to atrthegural
National Policy Forum in 2008.

REDGUM REBELLION

On 19" of July 2007 the Victorian Environment Assessm@aitincil released their Draft Proposals Paper. It
was launched in Echuca, the heart of the Redgumtgowhich was appropriate as VEAC proposals ar¢ose
tear the heart of the communities along the MuRaxsger.

To give you an idea on how devastating this resofEAC states in their DraRroposals Paper

"Most of the benefits from the proposed recommenidsresult from non-use values for environmental
protection, which are heavily dependent on adeqgaateronmental water. These benefits would accrastiym
to people outside the Investigation area, espegcialMelbourne, while the costs of the proposed
recommendations would be largely borne ... in tteasa near where public land timber harvesting anazqg
are focused.

At an individual level there are also a range ofendial impacts of the loss of employment for iitlials and
their families including poverty and financial hatdp, reduced future work opportunities, reduced
participation in mainstream community life, straindamily relationships, and intergenerational vese
dependency."



Add to this around 80 direct jobs in the timberustty, a reduction of over 60% of state forest lawde for
resource and the scenarios above are a real gigsibi

TCA Redgum branches swung into action and have been
driving many of the anti VEAC protest rallies anéetings
that have occurred since July. The assistance@obrt of
other affected groups has ensured that at neaghy &EAC
consultation meeting there have been crowds of 20&bice
their disapproval of VEAC.

These protests have been extremely effective anel dir@wn

media attention to the inequities in VEACs propssa@hctics

used have ranged from sit ins to silent protes$isfabhich

have made the VEAC councillors fully aware of the
community resentment. The rally at Kerand S&ptember attracted around 500 people to protéside of
the State Governments Community Cabinet being inetde town.

With community outrage growing and the noise regeaibng all the way into Melbourne, the opportundy
start pursuing the matter at a political level appd with politicians very keen to discuss theess' CA has
met with members of the Nationals and Liberal parés well as advisors and ministers of the goventm
departments that will play a part in the VEAC prsxeBarrie Dexter’s expertise has ensured thataheyully
aware of the scientific flaws as well as the eriorsocio economic modelling.

The great work done by all in raising awarenesgEACs flawed proposals resulted in TCA being gitiea
opportunity to meet with the Premier, the Honouealdhn Brumby in Kerang to discuss the implicatioihs
VEAC recommendations.

Scott Gentle, TCA state manger and Faye Ashwingiedbranch
secretary along with Rod Drew of Field and Gamet#lis presented the
case for not only their specific issues but alseegavice to the greater
community. It was heartening to know that the Reerwas fully aware
of the VEAC process and made reference that VEA@wa
recommendations, currently on the table, wouldo®accepted.

The next step in this long fight will be to makeesgubmissions are sent
to VEAC and to continue generating media over ssee. There will 2 ~
need to be continued pressure on politicians toensake they don’t accept the recommendations asea.dt
is a long road ahead but one that TCA will follawbtring about the change necessary for Redgum caortiesi
to survive.

PRIVATE NATIVE FORESTRY REGULATION NSW

On the ' August 2007 the NSW Government introduced a pazkdgegulation under thdative Vegetation
Act 2003to “streamline and simplify the regulation of @ie native forestry operations” in NSW.

Current private native forestry operations crossehtire State of NSW which had existing approualger
either theSoil Conservation Act 193& theNativeVegetation Conservation Act 19%te, if they currently
have an expiry date permitted to continue untildheent expiry date, after which they will neegagval
under the new regulation to continue.

Operations which have approval under either ofat@ve acts but which do not have an expiry datebeil
issued with a 12 month termination notice on th8 @0September 2007 meaning that they are perntibted
continue until the % of October 2008 after which they will require apyal under the new regulation to
continue.

For all other private native forestry operationsckhup until now did not require an approval unther
previous arrangements the Department of EnvironmedtClimate Change must be notified of the excstesf



the operation by the $1August, 2007 and a Property Vegetation Plan pesbar cover the operation according
to the schedule below depending on where in thie 8faNSW the operation is located.

1° November 2007, if the operation is located inXloeth Coast and Northern Tableland Forests.
1% December 2007, if the operation is located inSbath Coast and Southern Tableland Forests.
1! January 2008, if the operation is located in theeRRed Gum Forests.

1% February 2008, if the operation is located in@ypress and Western Hardwood forests.

For exact determinations of which location yourragien falls into contact your departmental offider
uncertain. The new regulation requires that a éngp/egetation Plan (PVP) must be prepared foheac
operation, each operation on a separate title regjai separate PVP.

The PVP will identify for each property the arealanapplication for private native forestry opeyat and
which parts of those areas are permitted to beelséed and which are not permitted to be harvested.

Within the areas that are permitted to be harves$iaaesting must occur in accordance with the @mpate
Private Native Forestry Code of Practice dependmghich of the 4 forest type areas listed aboeeatthin
which the operation occurs.

Areas excluded from harvesting include areas offoagst, areas of old growth forest, riparian zomed steep
country. Protocols have been developed to defink efthe above by forest type and to provide fipli@ants
to query the classification of their lands as ahthe above.

For instance in a most likely case if your PVP agapion comes back with an area excluded from sivg on
the grounds that it is considered to be old groaglthe applicant you can query this classificatimough the
“old growth protocol” which provides that if you eh@nstrate the existence of stumps, tracks or diahae
from pervious operations, this classification carrévised.

Similar protocols exist also for the other so ahlleard exclusions” mentioned above.

Within your PVP application area once the hard @sioh areas have been identified and excluded the
remaining area is your net potentially harvestaipéa within which harvesting must be conducted @licg to
the relevant code.

The Codes provide for a range of other or additioestrictions on harvesting activities such afdérgfon some
of the hard exclusion zones, and basal area thidssheyond which harvesting cannot occur. Thesé¢hare
Code restrictions or (soft exclusions). They gsavide for the exclusion of harvesting from anyplgically
Endangered Communities (EEC’S) within the net hstdale area.

As you can see there is plenty of opportunity &pexts beyond the “hard exclusions” to impact ahraduce
the net area on which operations can occur.

There is however something of a safety net, theaied 10% rule. Although we are yet to see the 10
protocol drafted, the 10% rule provides that if toele restrictions further reduce the net harvéstiatea by
more than 10%, application can be made to havartpacts of the application of the code modified.

It is still not clear how modification to the impga®f the application of the code will be achieved it is
understood at this time that these mechanismsamnilide, ecological harvesting permitted within EE@here
harvesting is not identified an a threatening pssde the particular EEC, modifications to basahar
requirements and modifications to activities petaditwithin buffers.

For detail of the NSW PNF regulation govtavw.environment.nsw.gov.au/pnf




PLANTATIONS AND PENOLA PULP MILL IN STATE GOVERNMEN T HANDS

Potential infrastructure, employment and exportaspmities flowing on from the proposed Penola puip
are at risk if the South Australian Government doasrethink its proposed water allocation plantfar south
east region of South Australia.

Allan Hansard from Tree Plantations Australia,adiag forest industry association which is repréagn
bluegum plantation growers all around Australigsshe proposed water allocation plan will impoagable
water allocations, meaning the value placed onmwasources will change in the future.

And as forestry is a long-term investment, the uiagaty this policy

could cause for future investment means the |olealtation industry
cannot guarantee the wood supply for the signifi€amnola pulp mill
project.

“The $1.5 billion Penola pulp mill and the requineérastructure are
under a serious threat, unless the State Goverrstegrg in and fixes the
proposed water allocation plan,” says Allan Hansard

The project means not only jobs at the new milt,dso in supporting
infrastructure.

“The new road and rail infrastructure between teadba pulp mill and the Port of Adelaide alone séke up to
100 new jobs. New transport options will be creatdfibring the southeast region cheaper accesst €xport
facilities. Local importers and exporters will bébh&om more competitive access to the port arehtgr
market opportunities in north Asia,” said Mr Hardsar

Key benefits from pulp mill infrastructure:
1350 construction jobs, 120 operations jobs and astimated 700 indirect jobs
Up to 100 new jobs in road and rail transport, stegdoring, logistics and administration.

Additional shipping services to Adelaide and improed access to north Asian markets for local
exporters and importers.

Improvements to the Port of Adelaide, including chanel deepening, reducing local exporter’s
current reliance on Victorian port facilities.

Port of Adelaide container throughput to increase lg 23 percent.

“South Australia cannot afford to lose any valudiag opportunity. But we are beginning to think &euth
Australian Government is not serious about valudiray)” said Mr Hansard.

However, there is more than just jobs and infrastme at stake. The South Australian Governmemsaach
to water policy will also cost South Australia’sgnhouse gas emissions targets.

“The State Government appears to have overlookethtplications of its water allocation policy,” davir
Hansard.

“The SA Government’s water allocation plan will gaeusands of hectares of trees not replanted. The
uncertainty created by the plan will see at leg3®® hectares of bluegum trees not replanted and#nds of
tonnes of carbon offsets lost each year,” he said.

“It is obvious that the Government is not fair dimk about addressing climate change when it is stipgo
water policies that will promote deforestation. Me#ile, the high emitting irrigators of the SouthgE region
will receive an emissions ‘free ride’, care of euth Australian tax payers,” he said.



THIRD PARTY INSURANCE FOR THE SENATE

All the opinion polls focus on who is to win Goverant, i.e. the House of Representatives. It ipisigaup as
a titanic struggle as the ALP must win 16 seatgetoa majority. With the ALP and the Liberal /Naizb
Coalition being supportive of sustainable foresing the current policy initiatives, it is the Sentitat can hurt
timber dependent communities.

The current make up of the Senate is ALP 27, Cgurdgbor Party 1, Democrats 4, Family First 1, Geeén
Country Liberal Party 1, Nationals 5, Liberals 33

Thus the coalition has a majority 39 seats of thh&&nators.

For this election there will be six senators elddte each state and two each for the territorilse major
parties should win one seat in each territoryhl $tates the ALP and Coalition should win 5 sekataeen
them, and the sixth likely to be decided from thaanparties based on excess preferences from tieahd
Coalition.

This could mean neither of the major parties walvé a majority in the new senate and will havestp on a
third party, thus recognizing the need to taketbut party insurance.

The reason a minor third party is virtually guaest the sixth Senate seat is to do with the quuatgpeeference
system. For a half Senate election one Senateespates 14.5% of the vote, two Senate seats 29%eofote,
three senate seats 43.5% of the vote, and so on.

Based on a Newspoll taken on the weekend 31 AuduSteptember the Coaliton would get 37%, the ALP
51%, the Greens 3% and others 9%. If this hel@émh state this would mean the Coalition wouldget
Senators and a surplus of 8%, and the ALP 3 senatmt a surplus of 7.5%. As the major partiesato n
preference each other then it means a minor ify/ltkeget a seat depending on who gets the prederérst.

With above the line voting accounting for about 98Pthe Senate voting, each party’s ticket insiars are
vital.

There are many minor parties and independents bigtwvof these support the industry? We know that t
Greens definitely don’t and for them to receive angferences from either major party would be asivas
blow to timber communities throughout Australia.

New kids on the block, Family First definitely suppthe values of a
sustainable timber industry. TCA hosted Senatevé&Eielding and
Tasmanian candidate Jacquie Petrusma (in 2004 agdst Christine
Milne and only missed out by 326 votes) to the Sigiey.

Family First “believes it is possible to strike @dnce between caring for our
environment and ensuring we have a sustainableamaent as well as
protecting jobs and vital industries such as foyeshich sustains so many
families and communities.”

This sounds a lot better than the greens polipesty that who wants the balance of power and at®en
elected in each State (maybe two in Tasmania).Greens want to force an end to timber harvestingative
forests and to stop the investment in plantatiotsdown stream processing, regardless of the sectadomic
or environmental costs.

Please take the opportunity prior to the electamlet the major parties know who to give their prehce to for
the benefit of your local community.

Alan Ashbarry — TCA Research Manager



TCA ATTENDS AUSTRALIAN ENVIRONMENT FOUNDATION CONFE RENCE 2007

Once again this year a sizable contingent of TCAnbmers and staff made the effort to attend the ABRual
Conference, held this year in Melbourne. It prettych goes without saying that they were not disayped
with the AEF delivering another outstanding andaming conference.

The conference was opened by AEF Chairman and &$epter and personality Don Bourke who apart from
welcoming those present also expressed his disajppent at the notable lack of attendance by aref
members or representatives of any of the greepnmservation groups.

It was my interpretation that clearly these growpsild prefer to continue to do their dirty businasshe
Government level where they can coerce un or dtibeformed politicians with alarmist rhetoriad threats
rather than discuss the issues with informed eg@artl true conservationists, and its really natshgprising
why not, its because their objectives are reallyamvironmental at all but are actually entirelyifcal.

Anyway back to the conference, once again the ABS able to attract the highest caliber of speakést
conference and those attending were treated tmegasbord of “state of the science” presentatives a wide
range of subjects.

For this delegate at least the morning sessionatur&ay could not have
played of more effectively if it had have been pled to play out that
why. The first two speakers Dr Chris de Freitas Brafessor Bob Carter
both delivered devastating exposé’s on the frauidhwis the carbon
calamity that the greens and other vested intevesitd have us believe
is the cause of global warming.

For anyone who has heard either Dr. Freitas oreBsofr Carter present

before you would not be surprised to hear thabalghh each approached

the subject from different angles each deliveredting, convincing and
entertaining presentations which could only leawg r@asoning person with a high level of doubt alloe
causes of global warming and the degree to whishdaused or even influenced by mankind as weNfzat if
anything mankind could or should be attemptingdatout it.

Dr. Ziggy Switkowski followed with an address tisttould not have left a single delegate surpriseeinwdn
Sunday the Prime Minister announced the so calBsdifiey declaration” on aspirational carbon targmtshe
APEC countries.

After presenting a balanced, almost detached eaptamof the worlds future energy options and thie for
nuclear, Dr Switkowski went on to warn delegates tirespective of whether or not you believed that
previous presentations did or did not make anyaorase for or against emissions trading it waagyto be
introduced regardless.

Dr. Switkowski’s presentation certainly induced mwigorous discussion for the duration of the cosrfiee
particularly on Sunday morning when the “Sydneyla&tion” made the press.

Moving off carbon, the early afternoon session atuflay turned to water with George Warn and Gary
Featherston on the subjects of irrigation and waignagement and the role of forest managementter wa
management.

After afternoon tea Professor Rick Roush preseatiedly enlightening session on GM (genetically mied)
foods. Once again this delegate found himself ggiai much deeper insight into the state of the técfoa and
against GM food stuffs and just how much is atetakthe debate in terms of our ability to feedwuzlds ever
growing population and to be able to do so witheyeating an ever more serious impact on the enwieon.



Calton Frame then delivered delegates a compreheeasd well constructed presentation of the “predes
date” that has been the application by Gunns Lghio approval to construct the proposed Bell Balp mill.

Calton’s presentation covered the approvals prese&tate and Federal required to gain approvahémill
as well as aspects of the proposal relevant tapipeovals such as the location, environmental pitemas and
resourcing and also the social and economic im@axtdenefits.

Certainly by the completion of Carton’s presentatiois delegate and | am sure many others foundsbles
pondering that if this project does not get appdowavill be only due to some political perversiohthe
approvals processes and an utter disgrace.

Delegates were treated to highly entertaining tatkdinner on Saturday night by Professor Aynsleltdt and
on Sunday morning by Dr. Grahame Webb. Dr. Weblxspm a subject of particular pertinence to TCA
members, conservation through sustainable usejactwhtose to our hearts indeed.

It was great to catch up with all the TCA staff andmbers present, around 12 at a rough count,duaenthat
all found it extremely rewarding. As well the oppaonities for TCA staff and members to network wetich
other and national and internationally recognizegkeets were outstanding.

LEARN A LESSON FROM WA

With the next Federal election racing towards uguaskly as Christmas, and with as much anticipatie
when opening our presents, we can but plead thdeaeral politicians have learnt at least onedle$som
WA.

During every election campaign the intensity ok#ts to our timber communities elevates, as we rhead on
into a barrage of media hype and green scare mioiggabout the sad state of affairs of our forest
environments. The Greens say and do anythingttoeg just one more preference vote, just one Titaace
to completely demolish the world’s most sustainad environmentally friendly industry.

Now we all know that this year (mmm as with the fasleral election) all eyes are on Tasmania aad th
proposed new pulp mill, and we just hope that #ssdn they can take from WA is, “if you give & gitié
there’s nothing else to give, the Greens will comdi their accusations about bad governing, desteufdirest
management, loss of biodiversity and of courserhst recent scare mongering campaign, that forestry
Australia is causing bloody global warming”.

Back in 2001 WA saw a 60% reduction in its avaistiinber-harvesting yield, for no reason at alleottinan
political pressure by the greens, and still 6 yelasn the track, we endure a never-ending torrént o
nonsensical yah, yah from the Greens about theiveagsstruction and mismanagement of our Western
Australian forests.

Please let this be a lesson. To appease the Geeiemgossibility in its own right and any mere r@bsimply
does not have the ability to achieve this. Theljke white ants eating wood; there is never enaiogh
conciliate their appetite.

They will continue devour to the point of total ttestion, till there is nothing left but dust, fogason no other
than their narcissistic attitude of self-importaacel self gain.



