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NSW heads to the polls 
With the NSW election less than one month away TCA has been working diligently 
behind the scenes to ensure that all major parties are aware of the key priorities for 
Timber Communities throughout the state. These priorities include Private Native 
Forestry, Fire Management of our native forests, active management of national 
parks, the adherence to the agreed terms of the Regional Forest Agreements (RFA), 
rural investment in plantations and the importation of illegally harvested wood 
products. 

Private Native Forests (PNF) – This is a vital issue as over 30% of native forests in 
NSW are privately managed and around 80 mills, including two thirds of those on the 
north coast, rely on PNF for their business viability. These mills support the 
communities in their areas both through direct employment and indirectly. In many 
areas these mills are the largest employers in their communities and are vital to the 
continued prosperity of those communities.  

The flow on from those mills directly affects the prosperity of many businesses in 
Sydney, Newcastle and Wollongong and their workforces. This is a clear 
demonstration that Private Native Forestry is NOT JUST A RURAL ISSUE as it 
impacts on urban families and the electorates where they live. 

NSW supplies approximately 40% of Australia’s 
sawn hardwood timber, half of which comes from 
private native forests.  PNF is currently regulated 
under the Native Vegetation Act in NSW and the 
NSW Government is seeking to introduce codes of 
practice to further regulate the industry.  The draft 
code of practice introduced last year was a 
disappointment to TCA and would have resulted in 

a dramatic industry downturn due to the exclusion of privately owned resource. 

TCA is a member of the Private Native Forests Group and is actively engaged in the 
development of a socially and economically sustainable solution to this issue. Green 
representatives within the PNF Group have actively sought to undermine the Groups 
ability to develop outcomes in the hope that the Government will refer the process to 
an outcome more to their liking. 

TCA calls upon the NSW Government to support and adopt the recommendations of 
the PNF group to develop a separate item of legislation to cater for PNF, the 
proposed Private Native Forestry Act and to ensure that the Codes of practice 
developed under the proposed PNF Act adhere to the Governments terms of reference 
including that they should not significantly impact on resource availability. 



Fire Management – Despite warnings prior to the start of the season proper, calls to 
be adequately prepared for the upcoming fire season went unheeded by land 
management agencies across the state.  As a result we have witnessed some of the 
largest fires that NSW has experienced for many years. Whilst the agencies will 
attempt to pass responsibility onto climate change and ongoing drought, these 
arguments do not mitigate against the fact that fuel loads have not been properly 
managed in the years leading up to this fire season. 

TCA is calling for a reassessment of fire management strategies by all NSW land 
management agencies, but in particular NPWS, and in particular with respect to fuel 
management.  

National Parks Management – The lack of preparation and willingness to adopt an 
active management strategy by many of our national parks managers is of concern to 
TCA. Many TCA members once spent their days working within many of the states 
national parks when they were production forests. It is with great sadness that they 
now watch many years of sound environmental management going up in smoke in 
most cases unnecessarily.  

Our forests are dynamic environments and the continued focus on preserving them in 
their current state at this point in time is a folly that the environment just cannot 
afford. Sound conservation strategies that are themselves dynamic are required to 
ensure that the values that our forests are recognised for and the ecosystem processes 
that deliver those values is equally recognised and sustained. Under NPWS 
management practices we are in danger of losing many of these values. These values 
include water, flora and fauna. 

RFA adherence – TCA is aware of green pressure being brought to bear on 
Government that will result in an erosion of the RFA outcomes.  Industry and the 
communities that rely on the timber industry for their prosperity are concerned that 
these initially benign alterations to the RFA outcomes have the potential to steadily 
become more significant.  

TCA calls on all sides of politics to support the RFA outcomes and the related 
processes and procedures for alteration. 

Plantations – Over the last 12 months TCA has implemented two successful 
programs supporting plantation expansion, due to the benefits that they provide our 
rural communities. 

Last summer we launched the highly successful Summer Outreach Program and mid 
year the Trees Grow Communities Program. These two programs provided 
information on the latest research on the social and economic impacts of plantations 
on rural communities.  

Managed Investment Schemes have in many areas reintroduced prosperity to rural 
communities that has long been missing. The increase in diversity of the rural social 
and economic base has been demonstrated through research to benefit rural 
communities that have a large scale plantation estate and processing facilities. 

TCA supports the further expansion of plantation forestry in NSW and the 
development of new processing facilities. Governments must ensure that when new 
facilities are proposed that the benefits that they will deliver to rural communities are 
taken into account during the approval process.  



The current review of the Plantations Re-afforestation Act must ensure that the 
establishment of plantations is not reduced but enhanced and that processes are put 
in place to ensure that NSW growers are able to compete on an equal footing with 
other states. 

Illegal Harvesting – The importation into Australia of forest products sourced from 
illegal harvesting operations in other countries has significant detrimental impacts 
both in Australia and the countries of origin. 

In the counties of origin the harvesting is usually not properly managed and results in 
significant environmental damage and is often not sustainable and leads to issues of 
broad scale clearing and landscape denudation resulting in a vast range of negative 
environmental consequences. 

In Australia the importation of illegally harvested forest products impacts 
significantly on local markets and employment distorting pricing and costing 
Australians employment. 

TCA calls upon the NSW Government to support Federal Government initiatives to 
put a stop to the importation of illegally harvested forest products into Australia. 

Hello, wasn't that the ex-possum again? 
By Piers Akerman - The Daily Telegraph 

October 07  

LIKE John Cleese’s famous ex-parrot, a long-dead possum - possibly kept in a fridge 
by a group of green activists - has returned to haunt “our’’ ABC.  

Recycled footage of the deceased marsupial has provided yet more evidence of the 
manner in which “our’’ ABC applies one rule to itself and its friends, and another to 
those who don’t follow its politically correct agenda.  

Not only do a number of “our’’ ABC’s announcers side with the counter-culture, they 
also exhibit an unhealthy tendency to attack private enterprise - particularly if they 
can give rabid environmentalism a boost.   

The shots of the rigid, frigid possum provide a compelling example of this 
institutionalised culture and the manner in which the ABC clumsily attempts to 
distance itself from its own complaints procedures.  

The original footage of the dead possum was apparently provided to the ABC for a 
news story produced with the help of the green group Doctors for Forests, which the 
ABC claims was “a credible source of information’’.  

The ABC has long regarded environmentalists, terrorist organisations and spokesmen 
for alternative cultures as more reliable sources than legitimate business or 
government figures.  

But after making a series of false assertions, and subsequent retractions, the ABC has 
admitted breaching its own guidelines - although it will still not air an apology to the 
logging workers’ body Timber Communities Australia.  

TCA thought something was smelly after the ABC’s Tasmanian news broadcast a 
story on April 26 about the alleged negative impacts on native wildlife of an 
investment company’s tree farming.  



The story was supported by vision of the now-notorious dead possum lying in a creek, 
allegedly killed by 1080 poison about 10 days before the broadcast.  

After receiving TCA’s concerns, the ABC said its use of the possum footage was in 
line with its code of practice, under which every reasonable effort must be made to 
ensure that factual content is accurate.  

The ABC did acknowledge, however, that the footage wasn’t taken on the day of the 
broadcast.  
It said it had been shot in late 2004, and that while it wasn’t ABC file vision, it had 
been received from a third party (Doctors for Forests) for this story.  

“The ABC ... was satisfied that on this occasion Doctors for Forests was a credible 
source of information,’’ audience liaison manager Denise Musto wrote.  

She also said the original source believed the animal had been poisoned, “baits had 
been laid in the area and the discovery of the animal was the subject of a complaint 
about the use of 1080.’’  

Unfortunately, Section 6.10.1 of the ABC’s editorial code is explicit: file footage and 
images in news or current affairs reports should be clearly identified as such, when 
not to do so would confuse or mislead the audience.  

It also states that video and audio media releases must be clearly identified if used.  

The footage was very familiar to TCA, because it had previously appeared in the 
ABC’s totally discredited February, 2004 Four Corners program Lords Of The Forest, 
which was found by the ABC’s Independent Complaints Review Tribunal to contain 
serious bias, lack of balance and unfair treatment.  

When TCA put this to the ABC, “our’’ organisation apologised - the green group had 
admitted the footage was shot in 2003 - and said it would let the ABC board know, 
although it didn’t see any need for a public correction.  

But the pesky TCA, still unhappy with “our’’ ABC, sent in another letter seeking 
coherent answers to its questions.  

Whoops! The footage of the former possum was even older than the ABC had 
acknowledged.  
Murray Green, director of corporate strategy and communications, submitted: “It is 
apparent that the ABC has again supplied incorrect information to you in its previous 
responses on this matter.’’  

Truth spread by MYOB documentary 
When International film makers and journalists Phelim McAleer and Ann 
McElhinney visited Tasmania to show their film Mine Your Own business, TCA’s 
southern Branch couldn’t resist the opportunity to take them into the forest. 

Together with the Institute of Public Affair’s Senior 
Fellow, Dr Jennifer Marohasy, Southern Branch 
President Owen Muskett and Secretary Alan Ashbarry 
they ventured into the Wielangta Forest. This forest is 
described by the greens as “the most untouched and 
secluded area within 50 km of the Hobart CBD. It is a 
tiny fragment of the complex biodiversity here at the 
end of the last Ice Age.” 



The Wielangta Forest managers were then on trial by Senator Bob Brown as he was 
trying to stop timber harvesting and close down the industry in these forests. 

Bob Brown is a winner of the Goldman Environmental Prize just like Stephanie Roth 
in Romania who is featured in the film MYOB for campaigning to keep the 
community of Rosia Montana picturesque and poor.   

The trip to the Wielangta forest escorted by Forestry 
Tasmania’s Frank Bishop gave Phelim and Ann a 
first hand look at examples of dry forest, wet forest, 
mixed forest and rainforest as well as extensive 
regrowth and old growth sections. A number of 
different management practices have been applied to 
the area including clear falling, various selection 
logging practices and plantation establishment. The 
area is also rich in early European history, 

particularly in relation to early timber getting.  It is far from the pristine haven for 
endangered wildlife that the greens claim. 

After the trip that evening over 70 guests joined Southern Branch members to view 
the film with Ann and Phelim taking questions from the audience.  The film’s 
showing was part of an Australian tour hosted by the Institute of Public Affairs that 
screened in Melbourne, Sydney and Perth as well as Hobart. 

The clear take home message of the film is that the green movement around the world 
is out to stop development regardless of its benefits or its environmental credentials.  
The greens are prepared to go to extraordinary lengths to support their radical anti 
human position. 

Australia Day honours for Redgum legends 
Australia Day 2007 saw two TCA members from the Redgum Region recognised by 
their local Shires for their outstanding community contributions receiving Citizen of 
the Year Awards from their respective Shires. 

TCA’s own pocket dynamo, Faye Ashwin who in 2006 
won TCA’s Trevor Cederman Award was recognised by 
the Wakool Shire as the Citizen of the Year for her 
involvement in so many community activities and her 
unrelenting drive to promote the sustainability of the 
Redgum forests within Victoria and NSW.  Faye is always 
on the run promoting the regions Redgum forests and fine 
products to whoever she can and is a great asset to the local 

community as she not only strives to achieve thing herself but also inspires everyone 
around her to become involved in local activities. 

The Murray Shire recognised two locals for the Citizen of 
the Year Award and David Joss from the Mathoura TCA 
Branch was one of them.  David was recognised by the 
Shire for his dedication to preserving the heritage of 
Mathoura and the surrounding district.  David volunteers 
his time at the Mathoura Visitor and Business Centre, is 
involved with the Friends of the Hall Committee and 
Deniliquin Historical Society, Mathoura Pioneer Cemetery 



Committee and of course a dedicated TCA Member. 

The old saying give a busy person a job and it will get done comes to mind when you 
think of Faye and David.  Well done. 

TCA would also like to congratulate another Redgum legend, Stan Vale for receiving 
the Citizen of the Year Award from the Moira Shire. Stan is one of ‘nature’s 
gentlemen’ and still finds time to service his community in endless ways.  

Stan’s strong passion for the environment has led him to life membership and the 
Presidency of the Barmah Forest Preservation League; a representative of the 
Barmah/Milawa Preservation League and a member of the Superb Parrot Group. 
Stan is also a member of the Barmah/Picola Fire Brigade, and Deputy Group Officer 
for the Nathalia Country Fire Authority group. 

All in all it is nice to know that 3 Redgum shires recognise the important role industry 
people have in their communities, let’s hope that VEAC doesn’t destroy the 
livelihoods of these Redgum legends. 

South Australian Premier commits to timber industry 
On Sunday the 4th February L.V Dohnt & Co Pty Ltd (chipping and logging contractors in the 
Green Triangle) celebrated their 75th Anniversary and were honoured to have as their special 
guest speaker, South Australian Premier, the Honourable Mike Rann who was escorted by his 
wife Sasha. 

Premier Rann was welcomed by 256 invited guests and commented on the achievements of 
the company and explained that it was a typical company within the green triangle region, one 
that was “in for the long haul”. 

Mr. Rann recognized the high employment numbers of the timber industry and reassured the 
audience of the SA Governments long term commitment to the industry. 

He was quite excited about the future of the industry, including future investments, such as 
the Penola Pulp Mill, which works hand in hand in promoting down stream processing. 

Managing Director, Phillip Dohnt addressed the guests 
with family history, future aspirations and visions for the 
company.  Mr. Dohnt said that, in 1932 the state of the 
Nation did not deter Lawrence Victor to start the 
company L V Dohnt & Sons at Bundaleer which moved 
to the Green Triangle Region in 1937.  Lawrence Victor 
was in fact the youngest of the 4th Generation of Dohnts 
in Australia at that time. 

L. V. Dohnt & Co. Pty. Ltd would not be here today if it were not for the contributions of a 
number of the Dohnt Family members: 

·  Lawrence Victors Sons: Morris, Kevin, Nat & Max (deceased) 

·  Grand Children: Ivan, Brian, Terry, Jamie, Andrew, Phillip 

·  Great Grand Children (working for the company): Gavin, Karl, & Mark 

Gavin and Karl have also done there bit to produce the 8th Generation of Dohnts in Australia, 
so the vision and goal is to be celebrating the 100th year in 2032, says Mr. Phillip Dohnt, 
Managing Director. 

 

 
 


