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“Trees Grow Communities” 

USE AUSSIE WOOD FOR THE GLOBAL GOOD 

As I write this we have “in forest” protests by 
green extremists occurring across the country 
including; 3 separate locations in Western 
Australia, the Brown Mountain location in 
Victoria, two locations in Southern NSW and 
depending on the day at least two locations in 
Tasmania again now that the elections are 
over. 

In Tassie it was interesting to note how the in 
forest protests were put on hold over the 
election period but now are on again. Clearly 
someone in Tasmania in the political arena has 
the ability to influence the so called 
independent and unaligned forest protestors. 

In NSW the protestors are concerned about 
Koala and water management, as usual the 
RFA outcomes which saw around 80% of the 
forests in Southern NSW placed in reserves 
and the legal management framework around 
the management of the remaining productive 
forest including the management of water and 
threatened species, are ignored. 

In Western Australia the protests are timed to 
coincide with the 5 year review of the new 
Forest Management Plan and again of course 
in WA we are not working under an RFA 
because it was thrown out by the Court 
Government and the productive forest now 
left to sustain industry and communities is 
substantially less. None the less the greens 
who would simply see the end of all native 
forest logging ignore this because it is still 
short of their objective. 

In Victoria the protests are around “old 
growth” and the presence or otherwise of a 
threatened species, the longfooted potoroo, 
which despite the government spending 
untold hours over many years surveying for 
without success, was somehow recorded by 
the greens although they have not and have 
not been required by the court to hand over 
the details of their survey results. 

In Tassie of course the picture remains the 
same, “old growth, threatened species”, and 
any other lever that comes to hand. 

It all doesn’t seem that different from the 
1980’s to me!! 

There is no doubt that the RFA’s have achieved 
much for our timber communities, however it 
is clear also that they have also not achieved 
the degree of resource security and so called 
peace in our forests that we all hoped for. 

It is clear that those who would put an end to 
all native forest management have regarded 
the RFA’s as simply another step in a 
progression towards an ultimate objective and 
not agreements at all. 

With there being much discussion at present 
about the role over or renewal of the RFA’s 
TCA is concerned that we are mindful of the 
lessons on the RFA’s, they cost around 11,000 
jobs nationally and our timber communities 
cannot afford to lose another single job as we 
move forward. 

Local forest contractors, TCA members and others met in North East Tasmania to raise 
public awareness of the impact  of the economic downturn to the region’s forest 

Pat Martin, 
Warren 
Branch 
member, 
Warren Ag 
Society Life 
Member 
and Lions 
Club 
recruit.  

Keep spreading the TCA message Pat... 



From Canberra - Jim Adams CEO 

From the Board - Trevor Richardson Chair 

To all those 
who passed on 
their comments 
about the new 
Trunklines 
format, thank 
you for your 
helpful 
contribution 

and encouragement, we will continue to 
strive to make it a newsletter which 
keeps you up to date on issues, informs 
and provides helpful links and 
opportunities for you to participate in 
the government and public processes 
that seem to be continually underway 
across our sector. 

This edition will be sent to you as a link 
to the TCA web page, so hopefully while 
you are there you can take a little time 
to look at the many TCA activities that 
are reported there, as well this time we 
won’t be jamming your system with a 
huge file, apologies to any for whom we 
caused any inconvenience last edition. 

Regrettably one of my duties in this 
edition is to wish Eva Down well in her 
new career and to thank her for her 
short but extremely valuable 

contribution to TCA as an employee. Eva 
has assured us that she will continue to 
be an active member of the North East 
Tasmania Branch so her commitment 
and devotion to our sector and her 
community are not lost to us. 

Eva’s creative imagination, focus on the 
main issues and enthusiasm were like a 
breath of fresh air to TCA at a time 
when we really needed it, thank you Eva 
and we wish you well in your new 
career. 

As you read this edition of Trunklines 
you will no doubt get a good feel for the 
many areas of work that TCA is currently 
working on across the country, I 
encourage you to ring up you local TCA 
coordinator and to get actively involved 
in any matter that is of particular 
interest to you or your community. 

Remember TCA is only as strong as its 
membership, the TCA coordinators 
alone cannot prevail without the 
support of an active and engaged 
membership, they will welcome your 
calls and support so please do not 
hesitate to get involved wherever you 
can afford it, even the smallest level of 
support makes a big difference. 
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Last year TCA’s 
Board resolved to 
adopt the 
recommendations 
of a comprehensive 
review of TCA 
conducted in 
consultation with 
many of TCA’s 

stakeholders in the latter half of the year. 

I am very encouraged to report that as a 
result of the enthusiastic adoption of the 
recommendations of the review by TCA’s 
management and coordinators, TCA’s 
Board members have received a wide 
range of very positive feedback from 
stakeholders and members. 

These remain challenging times both 

financially and more particularly in the 
manner in which the community views 
forest management issues, TCA is working 
hard to both manage and adapt to these 
circumstances so as to continue to deliver 
good, social, environmental and 
economic  outcomes for timber 
communities across Australia. 

In order to achieve this and to ensure that 
TCA remains relevant to the needs and 
expectations of its members you are 
encouraged at all times to continue to 
pass any feedback or suggestions you 
may have to any TCA Board member or 
TCA’s CEO and Regional Coordinators at 
any time. 

New EO for Tas Forest 
Contractors Assoc 

The Tasmanian Forest Contractors 
Association have instated Ed 
Vincent as the newly appointed 
Executive Officer. Ed has stepped 
straight into his new role with 
gusto and conviction and we wish 
him all the best in tackling the 
issues that the Contracting 
members put to him. 

RFA mainland Australia 
campaign 

All states except Tasmania have 

not yet formally rolled over the 

timeframe for securing resource 

under RFAs. TCA has begun com-

munity forums to address this 

issue and raise awareness about 

the importance of RFAs to the rural 

communities, forest industries and 

the economy more broadly. Earlier 

this year the first RFA community 

forum was held in Eden. Momen-

tum is building over the border in 

Orbost for an RFA meeting soon to 

be announced. 
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Any one in the saw mill business will know that finding a 
sale for the shorter lengths of sawn timber is very 
limited.  Finding a way to over come this problem was 
something that Ike had chewed over for many a year.   

To Ike the obvious solution was to  join the short lengths 
together into longer more usable timber  lengths, he knew 
that a few mills around Australia used a saw tooth timber 
jointing  machine for what he wanted to achieve,  but a 
financial  investment of that size was a very big step for a 
small country sawmiller.  

Then with the  2005 Tas Community Forest 
Agreement  process providing financial assistance for value 
adding projects, Ike saw this as the opportunity 
to  endeavour to  make good his long term goal to fully 
utilise all of his mills sawn timber to the best possible value. 
The family spent time looking at all the options available 
and quickly realised that with some assistance they could 
do even more value adding than first thought. 

Once they joined the short lengths by the saw tooth 
method, (which maintains the timbers full structural 
strength) they could then with the use of another value 
adding machine, a glue press laminator, produce large 
laminated beams from the saw tooth joined timber 
lengths.  The laminator they chose can produce beams up 
to 12 metres in length. 

To maximise the saleable appearance value of their Tas Oak 
beams the family has also invested in a finishing planer that 

removes any surface glue marks resulting from the gluing 
process. The Kelly family is to be applauded for taking these 
very big steps as they progress forward on their adding 
journey.  These steps are very important as with the 
reduction in saw log size, it is harder for sawmills to 
produce the large diameter timbers that are needed in 
housing and major construction. The Kelly family is doing its 
bit to address this by producing much sort after laminated 
beams from Tasmania native Tas oak timber.  

Ike saw the enormous long term benefit these three 
machines could bring to his family saw mill business, he 
believes that he and Jan can now relax in retirement 
knowing that the family mill has a future, with sons Peter 
and Paige continuing the family’s value adding journey onto 
even better levels as the full perpetual of the saw tooth and 
laminated beam investment are realised.  

The family has also made another investment, in converting 
their diesel fired drying kiln into a wood fire kiln.  The kiln 
previously consumed $500 of diesel per week as the energy 
source. By converting to sawmill wood waste, (5 bins of 
waste wood and timber a week) has produced a major cost 
saving. Even with the saw toothing there are very short 
pieces that can not be joined and the waste from the green 
mill is now being put to good use.  

The total $ value of the families investment is $1.1 million 
dollars with the TCFA providing $230,000 assistance 
towards that total investment. 

TAS sawmilling family steps forward in value adding 

The never ending battle to protect and enhance timber 
communities is undertaken by TCA pretty much on a hand-to-
mouth basis.  We raise our funding mostly through 
memberships and stakeholder contributions. 

This means, in times of shrinking global economies, we are 
constantly under the pump to keep the organisation afloat.  
How do other not for profit, non-government organisations get 
by? 

The wonder of the internet reveals plenty.  The current plight 
of the Riverina red gum communities has not occurred over 
night.  The real reason for the state of decline of the river red 
gum forests – drought – has been a constant for 15 years. 

However the political reason for the ruination of the local 
timber industry and potential devastation of timber 
communities can be traced to the earlier part of this decade.  
The NSW National Parks Association started its Red Gum Icon 
Project with its Victorian Counterpart. 

So how do such organisations gain funding to maintain their 
wrecking balls’ attacks on our industry?  A NSW NPA 
membership costs $65 an adult or $75 per household and runs 
a concerted campaign for donations.  No doubt it has 
corporate stakeholders like any other NFP-NGO.  It has used 
grants from philanthropic organisations to undertake studies. 

The Myer Foundation’s 2004/05 annual report revealed a 
$50,000 grant was made to the Australian Conservation 
Foundation for a “Redgum report into the health and status of 
floodplain wetlands in the southern Murray Darling Basin, and 

economic study of the value of industries that rely on a healthy 
Murray River”. 

In the same year the NSW NPA receive $134,800 for its Murray 
Links study described in the report as “Redgum report into the 
health and status of floodplain wetlands in the southern 
Murray Darling Basin, and economic study of the value of 
industries that rely on a healthy Murray River”. 

These grants should ring alarm bells amongst our river red gum 
members?  Did you undertake any part of these surveys? 

The grants were made through Myer Foundation’s 
Sustainability and the Environment Program.  Ironically the 
Foundation also runs a Poverty and Disadvantage Program, 
which might need to be explored given we all have a fair idea 
of the result of the $184,800 handed over to the ACF and NSW 
NPA in 2004/05! 

This single example of how funding can be sourced for various 
projects without rattling tins outside government offices 
highlights how environment groups operate to undo the 
timber industry.  The anti-timber industry movement is very 
switched on when it comes to sourcing funds.  

Perhaps it is time for TCA members to put on their thinking 
caps and see what projects can be undertaken locally to 
protect their communities.  Small grants for discreet projects 
are available from several philanthropic organisations.  Sitting 
on the fence could see potential benefactors unwittingly 
undermining your industry and community. 

Philanthropist wanted - Apply within 



Reputable certification 
schemes 

• AFS Australian Forestry 

Standard 

• PEFC Program for Endorsement 

of Forest Certification 

• FSC Forest Stewardship Council 

Certification: Is the tail wagging the dog? 

As many readers would know I serve on 
the Board of the Forestry Stewardship 
Council Australia as a Social Chamber 
member. 

For the record TCA supports all forest 
certification standards including the 
Australian Forestry Standard (AFS) and 
the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) as 
being very important tools to 
demonstrate responsible and sustainable 
management of our production, 
plantation and natural forests, and to 
thereby also ensure ongoing access to 
resource and in turn the viability of 
Australia’s timber communities. 

In recent times as interest in the FSC 
standard increases I am often asked why 
Australia needs a national FSC standard 
and if so why that standard can’t just be 
the same as the AFS standard. 

The answers to these questions will be 
more or less relevant to individual sector 
participants depending on a range of 
factors the most important of which is 
whether or not they operate in the 
domestic or international market places 
or both. 

For sector participants operating in the 
international market place for either 
market share or investment capital there 
is a strong likelihood that they will be 
asked for FSC Forests certification or 
Chain of Custody Certification by their 
customers. 

These customers often ask for FSC 
certification because it has been specified 
of them in turn by their customers or 
indeed their shareholders. In these cases 
it is problematic to offer them some other 
standard no matter how robust, it is not 
what they are shopping for, like trying to 
sell me a Ford when I am shopping for a 
Holden, sorry its just not what I want and 
while you will no doubt be able to 
convince me that it is just as good a 
product, it is just not what I need. 

Australian sector participants need to be 
able to offer their customers and 
investors an Australian specific FSC 
product. 

Can the two standards be the same? 

Within the FSC International system there 
is a standard process to be followed when 
establishing a National Standard for a 

particular region (country). This standard 
sets out all of the processes and 
procedures to be followed and 
considered in the determination and 
accreditation of a National FSC standard 
in accordance with the FSC Principles and 
Criteria. 

The only way to determine if the two 
standards can be the same is to establish 
the FSC Australian National standard and 
see if it turns out to be the same. There 
are however some differences between 
the FSC Principles and Criteria and the 
AFS Standard so this is unlikely although 
there are sure to be many areas on 
commonality. 

The Board of FSC Australia has said that in 
the development of an FSC National 
Standard for Australia, where 
commonality with AFS is present it is 
prepared for there to be mutual 
recognition of those elements between 
the two standards. 

However in circumstances where the 
sector participants explicitly require 
access to an FSC standard there is no 
value to those participants in a single 
standard which looses its identity. 

So while mutual recognition of elements 
between standards is a distinct possibility 
it is unlikely that a single standard is 
either probable or even in the best 
interests of the sector. 

What is in the best interest of the sector 
is that an FSC National standard be 
established as soon as possible and that 
sector participants engage themselves 
actively and vigorously in that process as 
soon as possible so as to ensure that the 
outcome is a standard that is practical 
and workable within the Australian 
national context. 

FSC Australia is currently in the process of 
developing the FSC Australian National 
standard and a number of important 
assessment frameworks that will 
contribute to the standard including the 
all important High Conservation Value 
assessment framework. 

TCA encourages all forest sector 
participants to engage in the 
development of the FSC Australia 
National standard as a matter of urgent 
priority. 
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Plantation salvage 
operation on Red Hill Rd 

Traralgon South: One year on  
The work of our Tasmanian Timber 
Communities Australia members will 
long be remembered around the hills of 
Traralgon South, Callignee and 
Koornalla.  A year after almost 200 
homes were destroyed, 11 lives were 
lost and the lives of everybody that 
survived changed forever, the resilient 
communities are slowly returning to 
normal. 

TCA’s Tasmanian branches were 
prominent last year in leading the charge 
of volunteer fencing programs.  All 14 
fencing programs in fire affected 
communities wound up in November but 
the momentum created by the 130 plus 
Tasmanian volunteers means the 
Traralgon South program will continue in 
2010. 

In early December Russell Northe, State 
Member for Morwell, and Peter Hall, 
MLC Eastern Victoria canvassed the 
thoughts of TCA’s Trevor Brown on the 
effectiveness of the program.  The 
following day, Vic Nationals leader Peter 
Ryan joined those three and fencing 
coordinator Benn Friederiksen for a 
media conference at Traralgon South to 
push for the continuation of the project. 

A few favourable phone calls later and 
the Department of Primary Industries is 
funding the program for another 8 
months.  Despite Rotary calling an end to 
its bushfire relief program, Bruny Island 
TCA members Trevor and “Boof” Adams 
and Ian Kaden returned in March for 
their third working stint at Traralgon 
South with their mate “Chiller”.  The 
significance of this visit was not lost on 
locals as they realise the TCA brand. 

Local heroes Peter Harrison and Peter 
Olarenshaw, both key drivers behind the 
community relief committee, received 
awards from La Trobe City Council on 
Australia Day.  On the 7 February 
anniversary of the bushfires a 
magnificent sculpture depicting a 
phoenix rising from the ashes and flames 
was unveiled at Traralgon South fire 
station. 

The sculpture was designed by Benn 
Friedericksen (see photo). 

Up at Callignee construction is underway 
on a $2.25 million community centre 
situated overlooking the oval. The design 
includes a community hall with stage, 
large kitchen and external doors opening 

up onto a 
large north-
facing patio. 
The patio 
looks out 
towards the 
two 
remaining 
oak trees.  

The CFA 
building will 
be located 
at the south 
side of the 
community 
hall, linked by a fully enclosed walkway.  
A new cricket pavilion will be joined to 
the main building by an undercover 
walkway and directly accesses the oval, 
cricket change room and amenities. This 
also houses a public toilet facility. Work 
is well under way with an asphalt car 
park, drainage and footings completed. 

The complex, funded by the Victorian 
Bushfire Relief Appeal, will be a 
magnificent community asset when 
completed. 

Dozens of new houses have been 
constructed with more underway.  While 
it feels good to see them, it is sobering 
when you see properties that have had 
nothing done since the fires; the 
circumstances and whereabouts of the 
owners unknown. 

Salvage and harvesting of plantations is 
well advanced with Hancock Victorian 
Plantations 
investing over 
$10 million in 
upgrading its 
Gelliondale 
(near Yarram) 
nursery and 
committing $40 
million over 3 
years for 
replanting its 
plantations in 
the Strzelecki 
Ranges and 
Broadford 
districts. 

The sculpture is 
appropriate; the Traralgon South district 
is rising from the ashes. 

Sculpture 
commemorating fire 
victims unveiled at 
Traralgon 



Meander Tas 

On Saturday the 13th of March, 
Warners Track bridges were officially 
re-opened by Graham ‘Gray’ 
Johnston member of the TCA 
Meander Resource Management 
Group and Mountain Huts 
Preservation Society. Warners Track 
ascends from Jackeys Marsh into the 
Central Plateau Conservation Area of 

the Great Western Tiers in Tasmania. Warners 
Track and bridges were first used in the late 
1800’s when it was the main highway and 
principle stock route from Deloriane through to 
Jackeys Marsh, the Midlands, Hobart and 

Queenstown. It 
also accessed the 
Central Plateau for 
summer grazing of 
sheep and cattle.  
Gray and his 

brother Neil Johnston used the track and 
bridges in the 1960’s to graze sheep on the 
plateau during summer.   

Over time the bridges had fallen in to decay and 
were finally washed away in a major flood in 
1997. In 2007 the site was assessed by MHPS 
and Parks and Wildlife and a proposal to 
reconstruct the bridges was successful.  The re-
construction of the bridges was under taken by 
the MHPS and Parks Tas. The project has taken 
just over 2 ½ years to complete with a total of 
15 working bees. Many other Meander TCA 
members are also members of the MHPS and 
have helped on the working bees. Over one 
hundred people also attended the opening.  

Photos and information have been kindly 
supplied by Margaret Howe from the Mountain 
Huts Preservation Society  

Geraldine Boxhall—Secretary Meander 
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Branch Reports 

Clarence Valley NSW    
Its business as usual in the Clarence Valley at the 
moment with logging contractors, despite all the 
rain and sawmills alike are very busy. On Sat 
20th of March several TCA members from the 
Clarence Valley attended the Richmond-Tweed 
branch timber industry get together. It was 
great to catch up with industry people and 
congratulations to the Richmond-Tweed branch 
for putting on such a professional dinner. It was 
great to see so many people supporting our 
cause and good to meet a host of new 
acquaintances.  
Our branch has its annual show coming up and 
as usual we’ll be out there promoting our 
wonderful industry. Its an excellent time to hand 

out promotional material and gain support from 
locals as well as just having a chat. 
Our heart goes out to our fellow members in the 
Riverina Red gum country who are having such a 
hard time from the ‘feral’ green movement. 
These parasites just will not reason for better 
environmental outcomes. They seem to think 
that locking the bush up is the best way to 
preserve it. Perhaps they should be made 
accountable for their irresponsible decisions 
when everything dies through over competition 
or excessive fuel loads and fires.  
Lets hope that commonsense prevails. 

Rod Henson - Branch President  

South Australia 

Despite the collapse of Timbercorp and Great 
Southern managed investment schemes, 
industry optimism remains deservedly high in 
the Green Triangle.  The aftermath is slowly 
being untangled with new owners taking over 
Timbercorp assets and new owners being sought 
for Great Southern’s plantations. 

TCA CEO Jim Adams and South East Coordinator 
Trevor Brown visited Mount Gambier in 
November for a Limestone Coast Branch 
meeting.  This devoted group remains 
committed to promoting industry in the region.  
It was decided that the branch would once again 
mount industry displays at the 2010 Penola and 

Mt Gambier shows in conjunction with other 
industry bodies. 

Gunns Ltd is building a second wood chipping 
export facility at Portland in anticipation for 
plantation timber being harvested from 2011 
onwards.  A conservative estimate is 500 new 
jobs will be created in the industry with lots of 
opportunities in harvesting and haulage.  LITA, 
at Mt Gambier, are the industry training body to 
contact should you wish to update your skills. 

Best wishes go to Dennis Mansell upon his 
retirement from LITA and as Limestone Coast 
Branch President.  We wish him well and trust 
he will remain a loyal supporter of TCA. 

Big turn out for the event... 

Gray Johnston officially opening bridges 
by cutting ribbon, then Roger Nutting 
President of the Mountain Huts 
Preservation Society and then Chris Emms 
Parks and Reserves Manager Great 
Western Tiers and Mersey  

Warners Track bridges officially re-opened 

Huon Resource 
Development Group 

Our branch was very pleased to be 
once again involved with the 
recent Tasmanian Forest Festival, it 
was great day all round with a 
constant flow of  visitors. The truck 
display and chain saw carving were 
just a couple of the many events 
attracting interest. The blessing of 
the newly installed forest workers 
memorial was a very important 
part of the day. Congratulations to 
the organising committee you have 
done the broader forest industry 
family a great service. 
 
Alan Duggan 
President 
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Warren WA  

Branch Reports 

Having recently had our AGM we are now 
ready and working hard with TCA in WA to 
keep the native timber industry and especially 
the jarrah from facing further restrictions or 
bans. The green movement is working on 
several fronts throughout the state to spread 
misinformation and untruths and we need to 
have a voice also. The community members 
have used a petition to urge state parliament 
and the Minister to ignore calls for “another” 
enquiry and stick to the current forest 
management plan through to its term in 2013. 

March saw us have an information stand at the 
local show and gave us the opportunity to talk 
with locals and visitors alike about all manor of 
timber industry issues and a lot of people were 
perplexed why there would be a call to stop 
logging by members of the labour party and 
independent members knowing that the 
current RFA was produced by the information 

gathered that they are 
now calling for again. The 
call has gone out to labour 
party members to fulfil 
their previous 
commitment to the 
industry and its 
dependants to allow the 
FMP and the contracts it 
supports to complete their 
intended time span. 

Whilst at the show during the formalities it was 
also duly noted that Pat received her “Life 
Membership” from the committee for her 25 
years of service, so well done Pat. We also 
understand that she is also amongst the latest 
batch of Lions club recruits so spread the TCA 
message for us Pat. 

Maxine Cassidy - Branch Secretary 

Barham/Koondrook NSW 
The New South Wales Government have 
deserted the people and the red gum forests of 
the Riverina by announcing the creation of a 
massive 107,000 hectare National Park, in late 
January. 

This is a cruel blow that the communities and the 
Red Gum Forests of the Riverina can ill 
afford.  But as long as the greens provide the 
Labour Government with their preferences at the 
election, now just 12 months away, the people, 
towns and forests of the Riverina don’t even rate 
a mention. 

Dodgy science and politics will be responsible for 
wiping out red gum timber communities. 

More sadly, locking up red gum forests into 
National Parks will not achieve the environmental 
outcomes that the NRC is recommending.  These 
forests have been actively managed for more 
than 150 years and require active management 
to survive into the future.  The NRC Final Report 
acknowledges this and identifies the key 
threatening process to the survival of the red 
gum forests is lack of water. As we keep 
reminding the decision makers “the red gum 
timber industry is part of the solution, not the 
problem” 

The Government’s announcement was 
overwhelmingly rejected at public meetings held 

in Deniliquin, Mathoura, Balranald and Barham, 
but the government is willing to cut off a viable 
and sustainable $72 million dollar a year industry 
that directly employees over 400 workers, 
reducing it by more than 80%.  While the 
structural adjustment package will pay out timber 
workers at indexed Brigalow levels, the exit 
packages for mills is miserly and there is no 
recognition of dependent businesses at all. 

Local shires, timber organisations and local 
people are fighting hard to make sense of what 
has been proposed for the red gum forests and 
communities. We have made many visits to 
Sydney and organised local meetings, talking with 
the NRC, politicians and bureaucrats, attempting 
to influence what is about to happen.  Writing 
letters and being readily available to the media 
with pertinent comments has been an important 
part of our campaign. 

It has been and continues to be a very intense 
time for our industry and communities. 

We are in there fighting for our futures! 

Faye Ashwin - Branch Secretary 

Perth Blackwood Valley 

Branch Members at a 

recent meeting in 

Dardenup 

TCA Stand at the Warren 
Show 

...gave us the opportunity to talk 

with locals and visitors alike about 

all manor of timber industry 
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Bruny Island Tas   

North East Tas 

Branch Reports 

It is with great pleasure that we report another 
very successful Easter Saturday Woodchopping 
and Community carnival, with this year being 
the 5th consecutive year our branch has taken 
on the responsibility of organising the event. 
The success of the event just seems to grow 
from the previous year’s event.   

The day got underway with an extensive range 
of woodchopping events arranged by the 
Southern Axeman’s Association (it was great to 
see a good number of junior axemen 
competing, which all goes well for the future of 
the sport). Along with the wood chopping 
there was also a number of quality family 
“sporting” events, including gumboot 
throwing, nail driving, golf ball putting, sheaf 
tossing and this year we reintroduced an old 
years gone by school sports event, egg and 
spoon races. 

Also on sale was a wide range of local craft and 
wine, include our own branch members    
Richard & Bernice Woolley label; Bruny Island 
Premium Wines, all stall holders reported a 

very busy and worth while day.  The general 
consensus for patron numbers was 1000 
visiting during the day, which is a great 
achievement for our small organising 
committee. 

This year’s event was again generously 
sponsored by the State Department of Premier 
and Cabinet, to which we hope, can continue 
under the new state government. 

We are also very proud that a group of branch 
members have just made their 3rd visit as a TCA 
Tassie volunteer fencing team to the Victorian 
Traralgon South district to continue the fire 
recovery effort. 

 The other important matter for our branch is 
the ongoing problems with the inadequate 
ferry service to our Island during summer peak 
periods; the delays are having an impact across 
all sectors of the Bruny economy. It is a matter 
we hope to raise with the new state 
government. 

Richard Clark – Branch President 

On the 1st of March the North East Tas 
Chamber of Commerce held a Bass Candidates 
Forum at the RSL Club March 1st. This gave 

voters an 
opportunity to 
listen to 12 of 
the 17 
candidates, ask 
questions & 
meet with them 
afterwards.   

Local Forest 
Contractors 
met and 
organised a 
peaceful rally 
outside the RSL 

club, prior to the Forum to raise public and 
community awareness of the impact to our 
region because of the downturn in the 
woodchip market. 10 Gunns Harvest & Haulage 
contractors operate in the North East and are 
severely affected by the closure of the Gunns 
Tamar woodchip mill for 8 weeks. In total they 
employ over 150 people and contribute $7 
million in wages to our community alone. 
Other contractors for Forestry Tas and FEA are 
also starting to feel the pinch.  The rally was 
supported by almost 400 contractors, 
employees, community members, over 30 
trucks and many work vehicles lined the length 
of George St. The effect on our community and 
State should the Industry continue to decline 
will be devastating, the flow on effect to our 

local shops and businesses in Scottsdale is 
already evident. Many other regional 
communities are suffering just as badly. 

Invited speakers were Eva Down (TCA), Yvonne 
Gerke (Haulage,) Max Jones (Harvesting) and 
Steve Arnold (Dorset Council). Bass candidates 
Scott McLean, Brian Wightman, Tim Parish and 
Peter Gutwein also spoke.  

A follow up meeting with Liberal leader Will 
Hodgman, Bass candidates, Peter Gutwein, 
Michele McGinity , Nick Pedley, contractors 
and TCA was held on  Monday 8th of March.  
This meeting discussed the needs of other 
contractors involved in roading, silviculture 
and site preparation that have been also 
affected by the downturn. Also discussed was 
the concern that community sporting clubs will 
also be directly affected because they draw the 
majority of their sponsorship and membership 
from forest based industry businesses.  

The overwhelming support from the local 
community has helped to raise the spirits of 
the Forest Contractors and a commitment to 
our local community for the future for our 
families and children was the pledge that came 
out very loudly and clearly at the rally. We are 
all in this together.  

Congratulations to all concerned for their 
efforts of letter dropping and talking with 
business owners.  

Karen Hall – Branch Secretary  

AGFEST in Tassy 

Planning was the key to AGFEST 
this year. AGFEST is always held 
at the start of May and is the 
major agricultural show in 
Tasmania attracting well over 
60,000 people over 3 days.  As 
per the norm we combined our 
efforts with Forest and Forest 
Industries Council, Private Forests 
Tasmania, Forestworks, Health 
Care Insurance and the 
Tasmanian Timber Promotion 
Board. Many hours of planning 
and coordinating went into our 
combined display. Thank you to 
Jeanette Barr from FFIC who was 
responsible for the majority of 
the coordination. We all shared 
the same site, but used three 
tents to reduce the cost of hiring 
one very large one. It was a great 
couple of days and we all look 
forward to spending time 
together while promoting the 
industry as a whole next year. 

Contractors on the march 

Some 30 odd trucks made it to 
the rally in Tassy’s North East 



Coordinator Reports 

9 

Trevor Brown - South East NSW/Vic/SA 
Ever get the feeling your life is a stylus 
trapped in a scratch of an old LP?  
When driving through Healesville, 
trying to get some decent radio 
reception, I found some ‘70’s disco 
classics playing, followed by a Spandau 
Ballet hit from 1982.  Yes, I still play 
that album. 

A TCA mandate revolves around the 
need to proactively engage the broader 
community through our members.  
We’re trying, but communication is 
challenging for our membership.  If you 
have a mobile phone get a primary 

school-aged kid to SMS your name to 0428 489 352.  Then, TCA can 
uphold our promise to keep you informed! 

Meanwhile, I spent two days in January attending community 
information sessions run by the NSW Natural Resources 
Commission at Deniliquin, Barham, Mathoura and Balranald.  
Designed to “sell” its recommendations for the Riverina river red 
gum forests to the public, industry stakeholders and community 
leaders the sessions really left nobody under any illusions that it was 
nothing but bad politics, definitely not good science, driving the 
recommendations. 

To their credit the NRC took on board everything that was raised at 
the forums, the overwhelming theme being the total distrust of the 
National Park system to manage the forests.  One of the 
recommendations; that the forests must be “actively managed” was 
repeatedly stated by NRC’s Dr John Williams, meaning “ecological” 
thinnings, fire management regimes and continuation of firewood 
collection. 

Industry opponents are now screaming throughout NSW as the gist 
of this recommendation sinks in.  Changes to the NSW National 
Parks Act a few years ago provide the catalyst for this to happen; it 
just hadn’t been enacted to date. 

The recommendations basically mean major reductions of sawlog 
availability in the vicinity of 85%.  It is disastrous news for the 
affected communities.  The NRC openly admitted it did not have 
enough time to conduct a full socio-economic study as to how the 
recommendations will affect those communities indicates indelibly 
that the whole report was driven by political expediency.  Green 
preferences to the Government in marginal Sydney now appear 
assured. 

Subsequent rainfall and flooding probably saved the forests 
although the Federal government has just purchased 70 billion litres 
of water, mostly for Yanga National Park. 

The ominously titled East Gippsland Forest Management Zoning 
Review is under way.  This is a good news story as it recognises 
forests being dynamic and flexible and the current zoning 
methodology is outdated. 

More modern methods for gathering scientific data could mean a 
change of status for some management zones; general opinion 
being this would benefit timber production (I can provide a copy of 
DSE’s presentation). 

The Sustainable Forestry Council February meeting was most 
interesting.  Held at VAFI’s new offices overlooking Flinders and 
Market Streets in Melbourne climate change was being seriously 
discussed when 25mm of rain fell in 20 minutes, flooding Flinders 
Street and blowing out manhole covers in Market Street.  In April 
Prof Ross Garnaut participated in a round-table discussion on 
forestry opportunities through climate change. 

It would have been good to have him at the February meeting! 

Eden hosted the first TCA industry forum focussing on the 
importance of Regional Forest Agreements with speakers from 
NAFI, VicForests, Forests NSW and SEFE.  The message was fairly 
clear – we need the next RFA process to begin soon and get full 
commitment from state governments to the process.  The next 
forum will tentatively be at Orbost at a date to be advised.  

In the meantime, I’m getting my old LP’s, 78’s and cassettes 
transferred to iPod – if my daughter shows me how! 

Pat Martin - South West WA   
The last few months have been 
uneasy times that again present 
themselves to this region. The 
FPC announcement to cut the 
Forest Products Commission role 
was given as “refocusing on its 
core business of supplying wood 
to the forestry industry: a 
taskforce has been established 
to look at the possibility of a sale 
of the fee-for-service and share 
farming division of the FPC to 

the forestry industry”. 

FPC workers and the native timber workers and contractors 
together with the plantation sector have been through a period of 
uncertainty in recent times and now with increasing pressure calling 
for yet another enquiry into the viability of the native timber 
industry, it is time as Minister Redman has said to “follow the forest 
management plan which set out which areas of forest were 

available for harvesting.”  

The labour government which is now the opposition, would have 
assured all the work that went into the current forest management 
plan which is in place until 2013. Would they not have evaluated all 
the issues that politicians and protestors are now raising? Why do 
we continually seek to ignore the work that FPC and DEC achieve in 
using world best practices to manage our native forests and ignore 
the practices that are not in place when importing timber from 
other regions.   

TCA Warren branch had a stand at the annual Warren (Manjimup) 
show and thank you once again to those who made their time 
available. A combined meeting is being planned for later in the year, 
June or July, so it will be a great time for TCA members to catch up 
and share information. 

Welcome to all our new members who have joined recently and 
hopefully I will catch up with a few at branch or combined meetings. 
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Barry Chipman - Southern Tas  
Last years economic crisis is still 
impacting Tassie’s economy, 
therefore we can well do without 
further uncertainly driven by 
Green back-room demands, 
especially since talks began for a 
’round table’. It is imperative that 
the ALP stands by its forest policy 
commitments and resist the 
inevitable Green job destroying 
demands.  This is a commitment 

that the Liberal party continues to stand by. 

The Tassie state election has presented a mixed outcome 
for timber folk, the big positive was the very strong and 
forward thinking forest policies of both the Liberal and ALP 
parties, also all 53 ALP and Liberal candidates signed a 
Commitment of Support to our forest industry and 
dependent communities.  TCA believes that this 
commitment should hold true. 

The election result went right down to the wire. The result 
was 10 seats each for the ALP and Liberal parties and 5 
seats for the Greens, yes a hang parliament, and the stress 
of uncertainty that a hung parliament brings.  Even 
knowing who would become the new Premier was a 

moving feast. 

In the end it was the ALP who first advised the state 
Governor the Liberals should form a minority Government 
as the Libs received the majority of votes. The Greens 
desperately purposed to support the major party that 
would agree to go into a formal power sharing agreement 
with them, (power was the key word for the Greens ) The 
Greens used every media tick thinkable to influence the 
Governor and entice the phone call they so desperately 
needed. The Greens final play was to publicly state they 
would support the ALP. Finally the Governor instructed the 
ALP to form government. 

While on election matters, Legislative Council member for 
Apsley Tania Rattray-Wagner was re-elected unopposed, 
Tania is a very solid supporter of timber families and we 
look forward to her continued support. 

Inclosing a special thanks to Eva Down for her time with 
TCA, Eva’s unwavering commitment to TCA values 
provided a great inspiration to all around her; the good 
news is, Eva’s commitment will not be lost as she has 
committed to stay involved with her local North East 
branch. 

 

Tony Wade - Northern NSW   
One of the most important life 
saving organizations to the 
people of North East NSW, 
(especially those working in 
the forest) is the Westpac 
Lifesaver Rescue Helicopter 
Service. The fact that local saw 
miller Andrew Moran is still 
with us today is testament to 
its effectiveness, and the 
obvious need for its continued 
operation. 

Andrew and his wife Jayne are 
the proud owners of Lowanna 

saw mill, which is nestled in the magnificent forest of Eastern 
Dorrigo. 

Two days before Christmas in 2007, began as just another day 
for this fit and strong father of two. Andrew was felling trees 
for his mill by himself (as he was accustomed to doing), and 
had just felled a tree which caught up in the branches of 
another. Andrew thought it safe for the moment, but as he 
turned away, he heard a crack and something smashed 
against his helmet. It then struck his shoulder, knocking him 
to the ground. 

After freeing himself from the debris, Andrew eventually 
managed to reach his mobile phone which was on the dozer 
and rang Triple 0. The ambulance officers who arrived 
helped him to a clearing where the Rescue Helicopter landed. 

He was then airlifted to Coffs Harbour Hospital and later to 
Sydney's Royal North Shore Hospital. 

The doctors who operated on Andrew were amazed that he 
survived, for his multiple injuries were all considered to be of 
a serious nature. He had suffered a fractured sternum, 
crushed vertebrae, three popped disks and a broken back. 
Any one of these injuries capable of causing paralysis or 
death. 

Andrew is a well known and extremely successful competitive 
axeman, and has now recovered to the extent that he feels 
confident enough to compete in the wood-chops at the 
Sydney Royal Easter Show. 

"What happened that day was a wake up call" Andrew said "I 
now realise there is much more to life than just work, and am 
taking full advantage of this second chance, spending more 
time with my lovely wife and our two wonderful children 
Lochlann and Ashleigh." 

What price can be placed on the Westpac Lifesaver Helicopter 
Service? For Andrew Moran the answer is simple "Whatever it 
takes." 

The newly formed Coffs Harbour Branch of TCA are pleased to 
announce they will be holding a Timber Industry Dinner later 
in the year, and all profits on the night will go to the Westpac 
Lifesaver Helicopter Service, as a token of appreciation for the 
life saving service provided to our wonderful timber 
communities. 
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Eva Down - Northern Tas   
I would like to take this 
opportunity to let every-
one know that I have cho-
sen to take up an opportu-
nity with Gunns Timber 
Products in Launceston 
from the 12th of April. I 
would like to thank TCA 
for the opportunity and 
everyone that I have 
worked with for the past 
12 months and special 
thanks must go to Barry. 

He always finds the silver lining in the blackest 
cloud. 

I have enjoyed meeting new people through out 
the Community and industry and wish everyone 
the best in these difficult times. But you really 
haven’t seen or heard the last of me as I will al-
ways be proud and out spoken when it comes to 

my own community and the timber industry as a 
whole.  

I will always be an active TCA member, because 
TCA embodies the things that are the most impor-
tant to me, families, communities and the timber 
industry and more importantly reminds us that we 
love, live and work in Tasmania because we want 
to and we love and work in the timber industry 
because we want to.  

TCA is about good people caring, believing in and 
being passionate about their communities and we 
must never let that change. Sometimes in the cut 
and thrust of the forest debate that is overlooked. 
TCA must always be there to make sure you and 
your community is always heard and represented.   

Celebrate and learn from the past, live in and en-
joy the present, believe in and plan for the future.  

Yours truly 
Eva Down  

Tish Campbell - Perth WA   
Hello from the west and 
I trust you are all 
running through 2010 
as we are. 

We have had no choice, 
unfortunately with our 
anti forestry zealots out 
in force and regrettably 
getting far too much 
media attention. 

We have a group of self 
confessed anarchists 

who set up camp in Chester Block some 18 months 
ago, growing food, building accommodation, and 
toilet facilities, and bragging to the public about 
the tunnels they have dug through the forest and 
the car bodies they have buried. 

Sadly, this highly illegal behaviour has been all but 
ignored by the government, DEC and the 
authorities. 

Then we move on to a block at Jarrahdale where a 
copy cat bunch has also set up camp, followed by 
the infiltration to a great rural community called 
Dardanup by the Preston Environment Group, who 
have successfully divided the community over the 
proposal to harvest a portion of regrowth Jarrah in 
their area because of its community and 
environmental values.  Nothing new I guess, 

except they are arguing about a block, that despite 
being harvested twice in the past, remarkably still 
holds all these values......how bazaar! 

I, along with a great TCA supporter from Bunbury, 
Jorgen Overgaard and about 35 of our Blackwood 
Valley branch members and with Craig from the 
AWU attended what was supposed to be an 
information session organised by DEC and FPC to 
have the opportunity to alleviate concerns that the 
community may have. 

Alas, the stories peddled by the Preston 
Environment group did nothing but cause alarm 
for the community and dampened any chance of 
FPC to put their fears at ease. 

I find it frustrating, that with our ‘pro’ side of the 
forest debate, any information we share 
throughout the community, be it by DEC, FPC, the 
industry or TCA and its members is so rigorously 
scrutinised yet the anti- everything group seem to 
have the right to tell deliberate lies, exacerbate 
stories to a point that they are so ridiculously 
extreme, yet seem never to be scrutinised or 
answerable to anybody. 

I guess we can just pray that the general public will 
soon realise that these stories they peddle are so 
ridiculous that they begin to call the story tellers to 
account and demand proof of their nonsense. 



To join TCA, or renew your membership, 
please complete this form and post it 
with your payment to: 

TCA National Office 
PO Box 289 
DEAKIN WEST ACT 2600 

Name: (List any family members if applicable) 
 
 

Address: 
City/Town: 
Tel:   Fax:   Mob: 
Email: 
Pay by:      Visa             MasterCard 
Card Number 
 
Expiry Date:  Signature: 
Make cheques payable to: Timber Communities Australia Ltd 

Type of Membership 
Please tick 

 Individual $5/year 
 

 Family $5/Year 
 

 Small Business 
      $150/year 
 

Multiple year  
       Membership 
 
Number of years required 

Price includes GST 
TCA is a company Limited by Guarantee 

Timber Communities Australia 

PO Box 289, DEAKIN WEST ACT 2600 
Phone: 02 6282 2455 
Fax: 02 6282 2314 
E-mail: jim.adams@tca.org.au 
Web: www.tca.org.au 


