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Environmentalists blown out of the Water in Catchment Debate

The environment movement’s arguments have beenrbtawof the water in the debate over
timber harvesting in Melbourne’s water catchments.

A report from Department of Sustainability and Eowiment has found that stopping timber
harvesting will not provide the water savings ti&t environment movement have claimed.

‘The report backs up what timber communities hasenbsaying since this debate began’ said Mr
Scott Gentle, Victorian State manger for the naignassroots organisation Timber Communities
Australia.

‘People who understand this industry know that Bmitrarvesting in Victoria is sustainable and it is
fantastic that there is independent data to baskugh’ said Mr Gentle.

The "Wood and Water project - Harvesting in States$ts supplying water to Melbourne" is being
undertaken to provide information for the Governttermake important decisions about the
sustainable management of the State Forests thplysuater to Melbourne.

This project is being undertaken because therééas a long history of debate about the relative
costs and benefits of wood production and wateplsudpom the State forests supplying water to
Melbourne.

The report states ‘water yield is increasing duth&natural ageing of the forest within the
catchments as much of the catchment forests regftewthe 1939 bushfires. This means that water
yield will increase naturally even if there areai@anges to the harvesting regimes’.

‘The report also states that under current hamvgsggimes there will be between a 27 to 40
gigalitre increase in water yield as opposed teaaimum 16 GL increase if harvesting was
stopped’ said Mr Gentle.

‘There are hundreds of families that depend onuresofrom the catchment to provide them with an
income and given the findings from DSE it is rideas to suggest that timber harvesting be halted’
said Mr Gentle.

Findings by the recent Government inquiry into Binek also add support to having harvesting in
the Catchments. The report found that the redudfdimber harvesting on public land has lead to
a loss of local knowledge and expertise, heavy machand accessibility for vehicles and has had
a negative impact on the ability of fire agencmsambat bushfires.



‘When you add this to the water report there isagical reason to stop harvesting in catchments’
said Mr Gentle.

‘Environment groups have chosen to walk away frbetaible in the water and wood process and
you have to wonder if it's because their lies areauelling’ said Mr Gentle. This is the same tactic
the environment movement used in the Regional Eé&g®ement process. That process showed
that forests in Victoria in some instances tripleel world criteria for reservation requirements,
were well protected and not being cut down to #s¢ tree as the environment movement claimed’
said Mr Gentle.

‘It seems that whenever a process doesn’t delheedesired result for the environment movement
they cry foul’ said Mr Gentle.

‘Green lies have been blown out of the water aqmbsed for what they are. Its time they accepted
that sustainable forestry is a benefit to the emrirent, instead of targeting legal operations in
Victoria’s State forests they should be fightinglrenvironmental issues such as the illegal
destruction of rainforest overseas’ concluded Mni(ge
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