MANJIMUP BIOMASS SUPPORTERS GROUP LAUNCHED

More than a hundred people and organisations hgaed up to the Manjimup Biomass
Supporters Group.

The group held its first meeting in Manjimup todayd announced that more than a 100
individuals and local businessess and associatiadgoined representing a diverse range of
interests.

Tish Campbell from the Timber Communities Australias elected as the group’s
spokesperson.

“The supporter’s group has been established toteotime mis-information and irrational and
emotive nonsense that has been coming from a weayt sumber of people who have been
against the power plant,” Tish Campbell said.

“Its very important that this vital project hasensible voice in the community and our group
represents individuals, private companies, puldimganies and local associations who have
become very concerned at the mis-information cagmp@ai recent months.

“There are a large number of silent supporter$isfproject and we want to give them a
voice in ensuring a balanced debate in the eshabést of this vital project. There were over
350 submissions to the Manjimup Shire Council ippsart of the project against about 150
against.

“We are in a position where the whole world istiyito find solutions to global warming and
right here in our own backyard is a proposal fpr@ect which will see the use of State
Government registered forestry plantation wastel tsereate desparately needed electricity
with material that otherwise would be burnt in tpen.

“We strongly believe that the data shows that mgnhis forest plantation waste in the
proposed plant will be environmentally better tisaturrently the case.

“It will also provide employement for more than gérmanment and 60 related positions in
the local community which are badly needed folloyihe huge loss of of jobs and
disruptions to families following the changes te tiative forest agreements. | understand the
plant will also be offering traineeships to becoredified plant operators which enable them
to work in other plants around the world.

“The Manjimup area is getting more and more blat&decause of the increase in demand
for electricity as this region is at the end of tlework and are the first to go off line if there
is a problem on the lines.

“If the power plant is developed then there willddgnificiantly more reliability for
electricity for our growing industry and communitythe Manjimup region.

“The supporter’s group has expressed its dismay theemis-information being put about by
the No Biomass Group, especially the completedgdurate and extragrant environmental
data being bantered around.

“They then turn around and say its OK to put thevgroplant in the Manjimup Industrial
Estate which is actually closer to the townshig tha proposed Diamond Mill site.

“They can't have it both ways and then keep chamtmet all the time,” Tish Campbell said.

“They have also been wrong on truck movements. Aaygho has been in the region longer
than just a few years can remember more trucks wheng the use of native forests than
are currently running on the improving road network



“Most of the trucks coming back to the Diamond Mhlant empty from delivering wood
chips to Bunbury will be back-filled with plantatiavaste for the power station.

Members of the supporter’s group include;

Farmers from Manjimup, Middlesex and the surrougagygions,
Horticultrualists, Vegetable growers, vineyard ovehercdarists.
Residents Manjimup, Jardee, Bridgetown

Engineering and Trucking companies

Manjimup Renewable Biomass Power Plant SupportsiiGi®provided adminstration
support by WA Biomass Pty Ltd which is the propdnarthe Manjimup Biomass Power
Station.

FOR MORE INFORMATION. CONTACT
Tish Campbell 0428 949 924



