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LABOTO'S REFUSAL RESULTS IN COMMUNITY PICKET LINE

The decision by State Member for Gembrook Tammyaltolbo refuse a meeting with timber workers
families resulted in a community picket line bege up in Powelltown said Timber Communities Augdra
today.

“Ms Lobato slammed the protest action by women ive@ in the industry last week, yet this week reflis
to meet with them to discuss their on-going conggjiming a clear loud message to her consitueatsstie
does not care about our views or our industry'tl 8&is Kersten Gentle, National Coordinator of TCA.

“Last week Ms Lobato abused us for not taking theect steps, but yet when contacted Friday for a
meeting in Powelltown with 4 contractors wives shaply refused to meet us. Ms Lobato is our local
member and it is her responsibility to consult vdthher consituents not just the ones she agrées, waid
Mrs McConachy whose business is threatened by NMdsilods misguided views.

“The community picket line outside the general steas supported by approximately 20 women and
children. We did not hinder the business and ah & had full support of the management of theegan
store who recognised that their business is depemtetimber workers and their families” said Mrs
McConachy

“Ms Lobato was a no show. She rang the store dlamgeneetings claiming she was in fear of her,life
however when she drove past at 9.20am she was gvamhsmiling at us and definitely didn’t look likbe
was in fear”, Mrs McConachy said.

Only 1 person arrived for an appointment with Mbato during the morning and was amazed that Ms
Lobato did not meet her.

“When | arrived for my meeting, | was greeted byraup of mothers and children silently protestind a
holding placards to support their industry at a camity picket line. At 10am the store proprieteceived
a call informing me the meeting was cancelled ad btsato felt she was in physical danger”, said Biyel
Gray of the Powelltown Football Club.

“I can’'t believe a member of Parliament could beettened by a group of women and children in aipubl
place, supporting their families. The group waaqgeful and just wanted to be granted an audienite wi
their local member”, said Mrs Gray.

“I would like to congratule the protesters who cocigd themselves professionally and peacefullyb& o
labelled a threat to anyones safety is a joke aondld be taken as such. Our football club like yiacal
businesses could not survive without the timbeugtiy and for this reason | wouldn’t have cross$ed t
picket line even if Ms Lobato did show”, Mrs Gragic:.

“Ms Lobato cannot continue to ignore us and we wlhtinue to push for a meeting and a forest towshe
can fully understand the implications of her misiga comments”, concluded Mrs Gentle.
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