Timber Communities Australia
A.B.N. 3008 665 736

Tasmanian State Office

PO Box 172 Campania

Tas 7026

Phone: 03 6260 4442

Fax: 0362604420

M obile: 0417 013 336

- — . Email  barry.tca@bordernet.com.au
Timber Communities Australia Http://www.tca.org.au

Media Release

Thursday, 17 May 2007

WILDERNESS COURT ACTION TO WASTE TAXPAYER MONEY IN BID
TO DELAY PROPER PULP MILL ASSESSMENT

The long suffering taxpayer is to cop a double wimgnfrom the Wilderness Society
with their latest time wasting campaign againstBle# Bay pulp mil.

The Australian taxpayer is already required to Hgaubsidize the Wilderness
Society’s tax free $11 million annual revenue bease now required to fund the
Commonwealth’s defence of this frivolous time wagtHigh Court action.

“The Wilderness Society’s $11 million fund raisieffort is meant to promote
wilderness not fund legal action against a valuwiragland employment creating
development that will have zero impact on Wildesiedir Barry Chipman,
Tasmanian State Manager of Timber Communities Aliatsaid today.

The reason the Commonwealth does not need to asgdsmess is that 97.5% of
Tasmania’s high quality wilderness is already lacke in National Parks and
Reserves.

There is no need to assess high conservation oWdtlgiforest as not one log of old
growth forest is to be used in the pulp mill. Adivtlee Regional Forest Agreement
and the Tasmanian Community Forest Agreement psesagserves over 2.7 million
hectares of Tasmania including over a million hesgaf high conservation value old
growth forest.

“The EPBC Act set down a number of ways to assegpeoject, and the
Commonwealth has correctly chosen the best assatpnoeess.”

“TCA supports the EPBC process as it will be aresssient process that builds on
the two years of public consultation and publicraigsions conducted by the
Tasmania RPDC process.”

Unlike the RPDC process that should have taken d@ins but failed to achieve that
time table, the Commonwealth and the pulp mill dewer have strict time limits to
observe.

The Commonwealth assessment process duplicat&®PDE objectives of looking at
Commonwealth marine areas, migratory and endangpeces.

“Itis clear to TCA that this court action by thasthed up Wilderness Society is
nothing more than an attempt to frustrate the &stedal timetables and delay the
proper assessment of the proposed Bell Bay mithash as possible. Mr Chipman
concluded.
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