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World Forestry Day 2009 – A day of National Pride

Timber Communities Australia CEO, Jim Adams said today that World Forestry Day 2009 which will be celebrated by timber communities across Australia on the 21st of March is a day on which not only Australia’s timber communities but the entire nation can be proud of Australia’s world standard forest industries.

“While industry opponents in their desperate attempts to maintain their political relevance continue to criticise Australia’s forest management practises the facts are that Australia’s forest enjoy Worlds Best management practises” Mr Adams said today, “ this is something of which our timber communities are and the entire nation can be very proud”.

A few interesting facts* about Australia’s forest and forest industry are;

-
Australia has 149.4 million hectares of Forest.

-
This represents 19% of Australia’s land mass

-
Of this area 147.397 million hectares is native forest and 1.974 million hectares are plantations.

-
Of the 147.397 million hectares of native forest only a gross area (including management reservations) of 9.4 million hectares or around 6% is potentially available for management.

-
On average across Australia 73% of all old growth forest is in reserves.

-
Australia’s forest industries directly employ 120 000 Australians many in remote and rural communities.

-
Australia’s forest and forest product industries contribute 0.6% of GDP.

-
Australia’s managed Native Forests and Plantations sequester 46.9 million tonnes of C02 equivalent per year which is equivalent to around 7.7% of all of Australia’s National CO2 emissions.

As the above figures demonstrate the vast majority Australia’s forests are well represented in reserves and the sustainable world’s best management practises which occur in the remainder on a rotational basis provide significant employment and social benefit to all Australians.

These are outcome of which all Australians can be well proud as we celebrate World Forestry Day 2009 on the 21st of March.

Contact: 
Jim Adams, Timber Communities Australia, Chief Executive Officer.



O427 211 406.

* Source: Australia’s Forests at a Glance, Australian Government, Department of Agriculture Fisheries and Forestry, Bureau of Rural Research, 2009
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