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Timber Communities CPRS double hit.

Timber Communities Australia (TCA) CEO Jim Adams today called upon the Federal Government to explain why forest industry activities had been singled out from other primary industry activities for specific exclusion from the Fuel Tax Adjustment Arrangements under the Government’s Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme (CPRS).

“There appears to be no economic logic or justification to this decision” Mr. Adams said today, “or at least not one that the Government seems prepared to explain to the forest sector industries and the communities which rely on them, some of which fall within margin electorates”.

Rural communities will already experience a double whammy as a result of the introduction of the Emissions Trading Scheme as proposed by the government under the CPRS, this decision will only add further to those impacts making it all the more difficult for Australian’s timber communities to deal with the ETS.

Already Australia’s rural timber communities will experience all the same cost pressures that will experienced by the rest of the country as a result of the ETS, however they will not benefit to the same extent as many urban centers from the measured designed to mitigate these impacts included within the ETS, nor do they have as much ability to adjust their lives to an ETS imposed economy.

On top of those factors, those communities which happen to have a large or significant dependence on the timber sector industries now find that many businesses within their communities are specifically excluded from the Fuel Tax Adjustment arrangements only because their primary industry happens to be forestry and not agriculture or fisheries.

“TCA calls upon Minister’s Burke and Wong to either correct this apparent discrimination against these communities or at least to provide a coherent explanation of it as a matter of urgency” Mr. Adams said today.
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